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Introduction

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always
be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing
world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets
us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians
will unite more fully in worship and mission.

WELCOME

Confession and Forgiveness

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
ELW 504

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it
with all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right,
strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided,
reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34

“The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not be
like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though | was their husband, says the Lorp. **But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lorp: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts;
and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lorp,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD;
for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46

'God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
‘though its waters rage and foam,

and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;

God shall help it at the break of day.

°The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth melts away.

'The Lorp of hosts is with us;



the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8Come now, regard the works of the LoRrb,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

’behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with
fire.

19“Be still, then, and know that | am God;

| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”

""The LorDp of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. *°For “no human being will be justified
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes
the knowledge of sin.

“But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, “the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction, *’since all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God; *they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, ?whom God put forward as a sacrifice
of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; “°it was to prove at the present time that
he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in
Jesus.

“Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that
of works? No, but by the law of faith. **For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; *’and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” **They answered him, “We are descendants of



Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free'?”

**Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits
sin is a slave to sin. **The slave does not have a permanent place in the
household; the son has a place there forever. **So if the Son makes you
free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 779

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

...show us your mercy!
Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ.

OFFERING MUSIC - Virtual Choir
My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less



THANKSGIVING FOR THE BODY OF CHRIST
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and
brought life into being.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home
from exile, wisdom for life with you.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,
the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took a towel and

wrapped it around his waist, and washed the disciples' feet, saying: if I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash

one another’s feet.

And after supper, when he had gone out, Jesus said to the disciples: |
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another.

For where two or three are gathered in the name of Jesus, the body of
Christ is present, with us always, to the end of the age.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our
faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in
need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you
into the way of truth and life. Amen.
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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