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Introduction 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul 
urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the 
Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. 
Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s 
coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the 
marriage feast of the lamb. 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.  Amen.  
 

 
 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN               O God Our Help in Ages Past  
                                                                   ELW 632 

 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to 
the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 
 
 
FIRST READING:  AMOS 5:18-24 
18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of 
the LORD? It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and 
was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the 
wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not 
light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your 
fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 70 
1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be 
disgraced.  
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 
turn back because of their shame. 
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  
 
 



 

 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have 
no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 
have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who 
are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 
The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
Jesus said to the disciples: 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not 
know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 HOMILY  
 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Wake Awake For Night Is Flying 

 

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us.  

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for 
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website 
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE BODY OF CHRIST 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and 
brought life into being. 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home 
from exile, wisdom for life with you. 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, 
the way of your self-giving love. 
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took a towel and 
wrapped it around his waist, and washed the disciples' feet, saying: if I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. 
And after supper, when he had gone out, Jesus said to the disciples: I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. 
For where two or three are gathered in the name of Jesus, the body of 
Christ is present, with us always, to the end of the age. 



 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 
faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in 
need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 
 
 
BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

SENDING HYMN           Blessed Assurance 
                                               ELW 638 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                        
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