November 8, 2020
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
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~ KEEP AWAKE ...
you know neither
the day nor the hour.

MATTHEW 25:13, NRSV

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
10891 102 Avenue, Seminole, FL 33778
727.391.4644

www.mygoodshepherd.net




Introduction

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul
urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the
Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids.
Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s
coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the
marriage feast of the lamb.

WELCOME

Confession and Forgiveness

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN O God Our Help in Ages Past
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
Un - der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.

short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—-1748, alt.
Music: St1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to
the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: AMOS 5:18-24

“Alas for you who desire the day of the Lorp! Why do you want the day of
the LorD? It is darkness, not light; “as if someone fled from a lion, and
was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the
wall, and was bitten by a snake. “°Is not the day of the Lorp darkness, not
light, and gloom with no brightness in it?

Il hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn
assemblies. “’Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings, | will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your
fatted animals | will not look upon. “*Take away from me the noise of
your songs; | will not listen to the melody of your harps. ““But let justice
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 70

'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;

O Lorp, make haste to help me.

‘Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be
disgraced.

‘Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me

turn back because of their shame.

“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lorp!”
°But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LorD, do not tarry.



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have
no hope. "“For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. “For this we
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. °For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. "Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. *Therefore
encourage one another with these words.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said to the disciples: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.
’Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. *“When the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil
with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 'Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps. °The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ “But the wise replied, ‘No! there will
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and
buy some for yourselves.” ’And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. ""Later the other bridesmaids came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, | do not
know you.” “Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY



HYMN OF THE DAY Wake Awake For Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the
271 - on hears the watch-men sing -  ing, and
3Now let all the heavens a - dore you, and
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watch-men on___ the heights are cry - ing; a -
in her Theart. new joy is spring - ing. She

saints and an - gels sing be - fore_ you. The
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wake, Je - ru - sa - lem,_ at last. Mid-night hears  the
wakes, she ri - ses from_ her gloom, for her Lord comes
harps and cym - bals all__  u - nite. Of one pearl each
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wel-come voi - ces, and at the thril ling cry re- joi -
down all glo - rious, the strong in grace,in truth vic-to -
shin-ing por - tal, wheredwel-ling with the choir im- mor -

ces: "Come forth, you mai-dens! Night is past. Ty,
rious. Her star is risen; her light_ is come.
“tal, we ga - ther round your  daz - zling light. g

bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad-ness
come, you Bles-sed One, Lord Je - sus, God's own
eye has seen, no ear has yet  been trained to
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take!" Al - le - lu - ia! Pre - pare your-selves to__
Son. Sing  ho - san - na!l We go un - til  the
hear what joy is ours! Cres - cen - dos rise; your_

o |
meet the Lord, whose light has stirred the wait - ing guard.
halls we view where you have bid us dine_ with you.
halls re- sound; ho - san - nas blend in cos - mic sound.

Hymnary.org



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE BODY OF CHRIST
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and
brought life into being.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home
from exile, wisdom for life with you.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,
the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took a towel and

wrapped it around his waist, and washed the disciples' feet, saying: if I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash

one another’s feet.

And after supper, when he had gone out, Jesus said to the disciples: |
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another.

For where two or three are gathered in the name of Jesus, the body of
Christ is present, with us always, to the end of the age.



Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our
faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in
need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God,

Sovereign, ++ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Blessed Assurance
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Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.

| 10N
| 10N

Refrain
H | I
e T T | | — E— -
w i i —— : i | i I — T
J ——— | —— '

This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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