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INTRODUCTION

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder
their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The
reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance
of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming
one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds
with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is
coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our
lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as
God desires.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts,
we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not
loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us,
O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the
light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are
forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to
live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s

love, + comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bormn thy peo-ple to de -liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;

from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev -er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our heartsa - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only
Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 40:1-11

'Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. “Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty
is paid, that she has received from the Lorp’s hand double for all her
sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lorb,

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. “Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. °Then the glory of the
Lorp shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth
of the LorD has spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry out!” And | said, “What shall | cry?” All people are
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 'The grass withers,
the flower fades, when the breath of the Lorp blows upon it; surely the
people are grass. “The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand forever. °Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is
your God!” "°See, the Lord Gob comes with might, and his arm rules for
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. "He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13

'You have been gracious to your land, O Lorop;

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people

and blotted out all their sins.

I will listen to what the Lorp God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their
hearts to you.

*Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.

'“Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
"Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

“The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,

and our land will yield its increase.

®Righteousness shall go before the LorD

and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a

®Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. °The Lord is not
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. '"’But the
caway with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire,
and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

"Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,
“waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements
will melt with fire? “But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.

“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; ™?and regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

'The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

’As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way; ‘the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,””
“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. °And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
®°Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 'He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. ¢l have baptized you with water;
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY Every Valley
Every Valley shall be exalted Every Valley shall be exalted
And every mountain made low And every mountain mad low
And the crooked made straight And crooked, straight
And the rough places plain. And the rough places plain,
And all flesh shall see it together.
And the glory of the Lord
Shall be revealed - revealed For the glory of the Lord
And all flesh shall see it together Shall be revealed - revealed
For the mouth of the Lord has And all flesh shall see it together
spoken it. For the mouth of the Lord has

spoken it.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

O God, be gracious to us:
In mercy, restore us.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.
Come, eat and drink.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

-+ now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
He Came Down
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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