December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent

@ FOURTH SUNDAY
OF

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
10891 102 Avenue, Seminole, FL 33778
727.391.4644

www.mygoodshepherd.net




INTRODUCTION

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne.
The angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus.
She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming
pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that
Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to
fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and
say, “Count us in.”

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as
God desires.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts,
we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not
loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us,
O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the
light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are
forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to
live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s
love, + comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.
2 Not by hu-man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,

3 Won-drousbirth—oh, won-drous child— from his throne, a  vir - gin mild!
4 From God’s heart the Sav - ior speeds, back to God his path-way leads;

Mar-vel now, O heav'n and earth: God has cho-sen such a birth.
was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of wom - an, blos - som fresh.
Ver - y God, and Mar-y’s son, ea- ger now his race to run!
out to van-quish death’s com - mand, back to reign at God’s right hand.

5 Now your manger, shining bright, 6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
hallows night with newborn light. virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
Night cannot this light subdue; To the holy Trinity
let our faith shine ever new. praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version
Music: NuN koMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
D4t
A VL .Y I ; —— &
A — | K | E— I ] 1 y
& [/ | | I 13
\\av hd ( ——" P P pra—
J ~— et v < E |'
u - ni -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your
mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-11, 16

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LorD had given him
rest from all his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet
Nathan, “See now, | am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
stays in a tent.” °Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the Lorp is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the Lorp came to Nathan: °Go and tell
my servant David: Thus says the Lorb: Are you the one to build me a
house to live in? °l have not lived in a house since the day | brought up
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about
in a tent and a tabernacle. 'Wherever | have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of
Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?” ®Now therefore thus you shall
say to my servant David: Thus says the Lorp of hosts: | took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
’and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you; and | will make for you a great name, like the
name of the great ones of the earth. '’And | will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, "from the time that | appointed judges over my
people Israel; and | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover
the Lorbp declares to you that the Lorbp will make you a house. “Your
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your
throne shall be established forever.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
“’my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

““for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
“you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.

*%You have mercy on those who fear you,

from generation to generation.

'You have shown strength with your arm

and scattered the proud in their conceit,

°’casting down the mighty from their thrones

and lifting up the lowly.

>*You have filled the hungry with good things

and sent the rich away empty.

°“You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,

>the promise made to our forbears,

to Abraham and his children forever.

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery that was kept secret for long ages “°but is now disclosed, and
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—""to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory forever! Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, “to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. **And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” *’But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting
this might be. *°The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. *’And now, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. *’He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” **The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. *°’And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. “’For nothing will be impossible with God.” **Then Mary said,
“Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

HYMN OF THE DAY Breath of Heaven



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear our prayer, O God:
Come and save us soon.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your

will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.
Come, eat and drink.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

-+ now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her Kking; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
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na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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“Savior of the Nations Sing”
“Breath of Heaven”
“Joy to the World”



