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INTRODUCTION

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season
with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In
Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people.
Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the
waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ,
sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who was in the beginning,

who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned
away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive
us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of
the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work, but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all
people. With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of
grace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Brightest and Best of the Stars
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give  him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - frings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the east, the ho - - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our in - fant re - deem - er s laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrrh from the for - est or gold from the  mine?
dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
guide where our in - fant re - deem - er s laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - ni -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls with your bod -y and blood,
Refrain

(o TN W . o i

B VAT - P— o . N - n -
D1 1 - | 4 1 K - -
* o 1 - .
J — ~
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our
lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6

'Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lorp has risen
upon you. “For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the Lorp will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. °Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.

“Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to
you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be
carried on their nurses’ arms. °Then you shall see and be radiant; your
heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. °A multitude
of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lorb.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14

'Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to the king’s son;

“that he may rule your people righteously

and the poor with justice;

‘that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

“Let him defend the needy among the people,

rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

’May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,

from one generation to another.



®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

‘In his time may the righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
“May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

""May all kings bow down before him,

and all the nations do him service.

?For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

“He has compassion on the lowly and poor,

and preserves the lives of the needy.

"“From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12

'This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake
of you Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of
God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, “a reading of
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

’Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God'’s
grace that was given me by the working of his power. Although | am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, “and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; °so that through the church the wisdom of God in its
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly places. "This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, "?in whom we have access
to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” “When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet:

®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.””

'Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. °Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” “‘When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. "When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ""On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ?And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY



HYMN OF DAY
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We three kings of O -1 - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; in - cense
4 Myrrh is mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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gifts  we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - cer
owns a de - i -ty nigh; prayer and  prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - ri - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low - ing yon - der star.
ceas - ing nev - er, 0 - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia: al - le - lu-ia the earth re - plies.
Nna Refrain .
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Oh, star of won-der, star of night, star with roy-al beau-ty bright;
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west-ward lead -ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins

Jr., 1820-1891, alt.

Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

O God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE



BLESSING

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through
the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a

star, bless you this day + through the Word made flesh. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'n and earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.

Text: William C. Dix, 18371898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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