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INTRODUCTION

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three
disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism,
apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words
from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words
naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to
see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light
in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light
of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in
us also for others to see.

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of
water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new
life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN - No Longer Slaves

You unravel me with a melody,
You surround me with a song
Of deliverance from my enemies
'Til all my fears are gone

I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God
I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God

From my mother's womb,

You have chosen me

Your Love has called my name

I've been born again into your family
Your blood flows through my veins

I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God
I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God

I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God
I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God

You split the sea so | could walk right through it
My fears were drowned in perfect love

You rescued me and | will stand and sing

| am a child of God.

You split the sea so | could walk right through it
My fears were drowned in perfect love

You rescued me and | will stand and sing

| am a child of God.

| am a child of God | am a child of
God | am a child of God

I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God
I'm no longer a slave to fear, | am a child of God

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from
the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and
illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

'‘Now when the Lorp was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay
here; for the LorD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the
Lorb lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel. °*The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out
to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lorp will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, | know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LorD has sent me to
Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lorb lives, and as you yourself live, | will not
leave you.” So they came to Jericho. °"The company of prophets who were
at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today
the Lorbp will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, |
know; be silent.”

°Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lorb has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lorp lives, and as you yourself live, | will not
leave you.” So the two of them went on. 'Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both
were standing by the Jordan. ®Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up,
and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

‘When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do
for you, before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a
double share of your spirit.” "’He responded, “You have asked a hard
thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it will be granted
you; if not, it will not.” "As they continued walking and talking, a chariot
of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. "“Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 50:1-6

'The mighty one, God the Lorp, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

‘Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,

God shines forth in glory.

*Our God will come and will not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
“God calls the heavens and the earth from above

to witness the judgment of the people.

“Gather before me my loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
°The heavens declare the rightness of God's cause,

for it is God who is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

’Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. °For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is
the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

’Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, “and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.” °He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
'Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” *Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.



°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from

the dead.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

HYMN OF DAY

Oh Lord, when You come close
Everything else can wait

| am here for You alone

This is the time and place
Don't be far from me

I'm here waiting on You God,
I'm not moving

I'm here waiting on You

Oh Lord, when You draw near
Everything else will fade
Distractions disappear

Fear has been swept away

So here l am,

with lifted hands

Don't be far from me
I'm here waiting on You
God, I'm not moving
I'm here waiting...

You are near

Always near to the broken hearted
You are faithful and true,
Oh-oh-oh-oh

You are good

Always good I'm standing on Your
promise

And | will wait I will wait for You

You are near
Always near to the broken hearted
You are faithful and true,

Here Waiting

Oh-oh-oh-oh

You are good

Always good I'm standing on Your
promise

And | will wait I will wait for You

You are near

Always near to the broken hearted
You are faithful and true,
Oh-oh-oh-oh

You are good

Always good I'm standing on Your
promise

And | will wait I will wait for You

Don't be far from me
I'm here waiting on You
God, I'm not moving
I'm here waiting on You

Don't be far from me
I'm here waiting on You
God, I'm not moving
I'm here waiting on You

You are near Always near to the
broken hearted

You are faithful and true, Oh-oh-oh-
oh

You are good

Always good I'm standing on Your
promise

And I will wait | will wait for You



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear our prayer, O God:
Alleluia! Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to
reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to your own
brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN

The Lord is good

The Lord is good

| have tasted and seen the Lord is good
He is my Lord and King

Better than life to me

Oh yes, | know the Lord is good to me.

The Lord is good

The Lord is good

| have tasted and seen the Lord is good
He is my Lord and King

Better than life to me

Oh yes, | know the Lord is good.

Good, good, good.

The Lord is good

The Lord is good

| have tasted and seen the Lord is good
He is my Lord and King

Better than life to me

Oh yes, | know the Lord is good.

He's put clapping in my hands

Dancing in my feet

Blessed me more than | can ever say

| know down through the years

He's watched over me

Oh yes, | know the Lord is good to me
The Lord is good

The Lord is good

| have tasted and seen the Lord is good

He is my Lord and King
Better than life to me
Oh yes, | know the Lord is good

The Lord Is Good

He's put clapping in my hands
Dancing in my feet

Blessed me more than | can ever say
I know down through the years

He's watched over me

Oh yes, | know the Lord is good

He's put clapping in my hands
Dancing in my feet

Blessed me more than | can ever say
I know down through the years

He's watched over me

| know the Lord's been good to me
| know the Lord's been good to me
| know the Lord's been good to me
| know the Lord's been good to me

| know the Lord's been good to me
| know the Lord's been good to me
| know the Lord's been good to me
| know the Lord's been good to me

Good to me, good to me, good to me, |
know He's been good to me.

Good to me, good to me, good to me, |
know He's been good to me.

| know He's been, | know He's been, |
know He’s been, | know He's been

| know He's been, | know He's been, |
know He’s been, | know He's been



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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“No Longer Slaves”
“Here Waiting”
“The Lord is Good”



