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INTRODUCTION

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal
immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays
in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew
Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First
Peter connects the way God saved Noah's family in the flood with the way
God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is
made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for
the sake of the whole world.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in
your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of
Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving
love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are
forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr.

Lutheran Book of Worship

Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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est, and peace to God’s peo - ple on  earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from
sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that
the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17

®God said to Noah and to his sons with him, *“As for me, | am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, “and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. "l
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off
by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” “God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that | make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: “I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a



sign of the covenant between me and the earth. “When | bring clouds
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, "I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. ®When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.” "God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-10

'To you, O LoRD,
| lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
‘Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“‘Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
"Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
‘Remember, O LorD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
’'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.
*You are gracious and upright, O LoRrb;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
°You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
“All your paths, O Lorp, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22

“Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, "’in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, “°who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 'And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
""And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you |
am well pleased.”

“’And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. “He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, “and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY



HYMN OF DAY Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)

You call me out upon the waters

The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery

In oceans deep my faith will stand

And I will call upon Your name

And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise

My soul will rest in Your embrace
For | am Yours and You are mine

Your grace abounds in deepest waters

Your sov'reign hand will be my guide

Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now

Oh and You are mine oh

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters

Wherever You would call me

Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger

In the presence of my Saviour

Yeah yeah yeah yeah
Oh Jesus yeah my God

I will call upon Your name

Keep my eyes above the waves
My soul will rest in Your embrace
I am Yours and You are mine



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Receive our prayers, O generous God
In you we put our trust.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your

will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant wus peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and
life-giving Trinity. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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