March 14, 2021

fourtH

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
10891 102 Avenue, Seminole, FL 33778
727.391.4644

www.mygoodshepherd.net




INTRODUCTION

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this
Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze
serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the
cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live.
When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the
sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God,
for hope when we are dying.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in
your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of
Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving
love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are
forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me

| once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now | see

'"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love amazing grace

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love amazing grace

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine

But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted
up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead
us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9

“From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way.
°The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food
and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” °Then the LorD sent
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many Israelites died. 'The people came to Moses and said, “We have



sinned by speaking against the LorD and against you; pray to the LorD to
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. “And
the LorD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole;
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22

'Give thanks to the Lorp, for the Lorb is good,

for God’s mercy endures forever.

‘Let the redeemed of the Lorp proclaim

that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
‘gathering them in from the lands;

from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
"Some were fools and took rebellious paths;

through their sins they were afflicted.

“They loathed all manner of food

and drew near to death’s door.

“Then in their trouble they cried to the Lorp

and you delivered them from their distress.

“%You sent forth your word and healed them

and rescued them from the grave.

“'Let them give thanks to you, Lorb, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.

“’Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving

and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10

'You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. “All
of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like
everyone else. “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—°‘and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in



Christ Jesus, 'so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
®For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God—’not the result of works, so that no one may
boast. "’For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 3:14-21
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: ““Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, “that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.

*“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. *Those
who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are

condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. "And this is the judgment, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. “°For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. *'But those who do
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY



HYMN OF DAY

God Loved the World

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

O God our Redeemer, receive our prayers:
your mercy endures forever.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and
life-giving Trinity. Amen.



SENDING HYMN

Christ, the Life of All the Living
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
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for that last tri - um - phant cry,

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God.

praise you ev - er - more on high.
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