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INTRODUCTION

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the
mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John.
Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes
the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his
wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks
for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ,
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains
to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool
water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we
hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen
Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.



HYMN

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the
power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: ACTS 4:32-35

*Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything
they owned was held in common. **With great power the apostles gave
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. **“There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 133

How good and how pleasant it is,

when kindred live together in unity!

‘It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
’It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the Lorp has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.



SECOND READING: 1 )JOHN 1:1-2:2

'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—’this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not
do what is true; ‘but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. "°If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

“My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31

The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” “’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

?*But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. “So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.”

°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” #“Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” *Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” ’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

**‘Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

HYMN Because He Lives arr. Jack Schrader



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear our prayers;
Send us your peace, O God

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love

the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, "+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.



HYMN

Allelwa! Jesus Is Risen!

e —r—r .
[ I — — E—_k S=s—ss==
1 Al - le - lu 1a! Je - sus 18 1is - en!
2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
n | . \ \ , , . \
K 2— — < i I i I |
> —=- C— — »  — — o=
\j’ I ] P =
Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - 11 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to o - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - tu - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
Q ||D i-,. P i | |
e b—eo—F—F - f o o | I
\\av | | | i i et /) P
J | ' | ' g
Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing us glo - r1y:
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o - pen!
rnv - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
0. , . , . .
" e — f : i ! !
o r—e- S — e e —— =
”; ! | o
Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us 1in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing with cre - a - tion to God  the I AM!
n 1. Refrain
p AN P r Py
—_
\j’ o o' o } ! I ' ' ! {
Je - sus is ris - en and we  shall a - rise.
0 1., . . .
S a— I I e I : I
ﬂ\_b_b_!\j/ [ [ ] r i Ir" (/K0
Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - Iu - 1a!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922—-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemnporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. Thanks be to God!
Alleluia!
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“That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright”
“Because He Lives” words by Gloria Gaither and William J. Gaither, arranged by Jack Schrader
“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” words by Herbert F. Brokering, music by David N. Johnson



