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INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image
of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but
for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too
distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the
love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each
other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by
Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks
for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ,
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains
to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool
water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we
hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen
Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.



HYMN

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
e r—— = T ————T
%%w—i_.l i’ [ _IF - o — . 3
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

E
.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys
beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we
can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: ACTS 20:44-48

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard
the word. ““The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on
the Gentiles, “*for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.
Then Peter said, “’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “*So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98

'Sing a new song to the Lorp, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

’0 Lorp, you have made known your victory,

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
“Shout with joy to the Lorp, all you lands;

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

°Sing to the Lorp with the harp,

with the harp and the voice of song.

‘With trumpets and the sound of the horn

shout with joy before the king, the Lorp.

‘Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,

the world and those who dwell therein.



‘Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before
the Lorp, who comes to judge the earth.

°The Lorp will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 )JOHN 5:1-6

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.
°For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of God
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. "Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

°This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: *“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my
love. °If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as |
have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. "'l have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be complete.

““This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you. “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. “You are my friends if you do what | command you. I do not call
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made
known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. “You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. "l am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY



HYMN

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - ry
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
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carth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud-den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom -ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - 1y,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in  heav’n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear us, loving God:
fill us with your love.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for
the sake of the world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website
to support our mission of nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering
baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the
loaves and fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your
love and care, extend this meal to all who will come after to receive it.
Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and the courage to be
the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love

the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, "+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Abide with Us, Our Savior

bide with us. our
bide with us, owr
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Sa - an’s might de -
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. Thanks be to God!

Alleluia!
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