June 13, 2021
Third Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 4:30-31, NRSV

He also said,

"With what

compare
the kingdom of
God ...7 It is like

a mustard seed ..."
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INTRODUCTION

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We'd expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power
of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It's not the way we expect divine
activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the
tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with
its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s
looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, +
the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life. Amen.



Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;

Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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have mer - ¢y on us; you are scat-ed at the right
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us
into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24

“Thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; | will
set it out. | will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; | myself
will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel | will
plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble
cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged
creatures of every kind. “All the trees of the field shall know that | am the LORD. | bring
low the high tree, | make high the low tree; | dry up the green tree and make the dry
tree flourish. | the LORD have spoken; | will accomplish it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15

‘It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,

to sing praise to your name, O Most High;

“to herald your love in the morning

and your faithfulness at night;

‘on the psaltery, and on the lyre,

and to the melody of the harp.

“For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
"“The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
“Those who are planted in the house of the LoRrD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

“they shall still bear fruit in old age;

they shall be green and succulent;

"“that they may show how upright the LoRb is,

my rock, in whom there is no injustice.



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

°So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord—'for we walk by faith, not by sight. ®Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
°So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. °For all of us
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense
for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

“For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. “And he died for all, so that those who live might live no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in
that way. ”So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34

The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

**Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,”and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow,
he does not know how. **The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head,
then the full grain in the head. “’But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his
sickle, because the harvest has come.”

*“He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will
we use for it? *'It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; *?yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can
make nests in its shade.”

“With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
“*he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private
to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HOMILY

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy oOr  SOr - TOW grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of-fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit- ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:
Grant us your life.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE



BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

++ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

HYMN
Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
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1 Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu- man race
3 Tell of God the Spir -it giv'n now to guideus on to heav’n,
4 Lord of har-vest, great and kind, rouse to ac-tion heart and mind;
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all.
ri - fice.

and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac -

strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
let the gath-’ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.

Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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“Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”
“Come Ye Thankful People Come”
“Spread O Spread Almighty Word”



