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INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and
drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s
gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we
sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In
order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with
the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the
gospel.

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, +
the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life. Amen.



You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we  flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu'ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant wus that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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0] , . .
| "4 ! I I | I T T T T = T 1
| 4% b | Il | Il 17 1 Il .
> — } —
to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to  God in the
9] , ,
[ a——s T - —— T O —— - T il
|7 4% b | | (@ 1 d J } I } I 1 | I } I } } I H
}"\JD : } i } ot | €7~ 1 P 1 0'\_/\d- 1
high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on  earth.
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1 Lord God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,

wewor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God,
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Lamb of God, vou take a - way the sin of the world:



hand of the Fa-ther: re - ceive  our prayer.
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Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our
choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may
live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

'Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before
God. And Joshua said to all the people, ““Now therefore revere the LoRrD, and serve
him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. "Now if you are unwilling to serve
the Lorp, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LorD.”

“Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods; "for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; '“and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lorp, for he is our
God.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 34:15-22

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous,

and God'’s ears are open to their cry.

*The face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.



"The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them

and delivers them from all their troubles.

8The LORD is near to the brokenhearted

and saves those whose spirits are crushed.

“Many are the troubles of the righteous,

but the LorD delivers them from every one.

2God will keep safe all their bones;

not one of them shall be broken.

2'Evil will bring death to the wicked

and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
20 Lorp, you redeem the life of your servants,

and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20

'“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. "Put on the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. ’For our struggle
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to
stand firm. “Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put
on the breastplate of righteousness. *As shoes for your feet put on whatever will
make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. "“With all of these, take the shield of
faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
"Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. “Pray also for me, so that
when | speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the
mystery of the gospel, *’for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may
declare it boldly, as | must speak.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand



GOSPEL: John 6:56-69

The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said, **“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.
“’Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me
will live because of me. **This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live
forever.” *’He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

““When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?” “'But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said
to them, “Does this offend you? ““Then what if you were to see the Son of Man
ascending to where he was before? “lIt is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless.
The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life. ““But among you there are
some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. ®°And he said, “For this
reason | have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

*“Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with
him. “So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” ““Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. “We
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
Please stand
HYMN



Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:

|
|L_J

¢ . - !

this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

O supreme Savior, receive our prayer:
We put our trust in you.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



0 u | [Pe———— J— |
b ; I | N N ot —
I I I y — — | |
%} P iv z | S — ———|
G e e e et
Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow-er and might,
0w p—
p M e ———
7z P > o o P T —
{1 e >—o—» .
S j —— j tﬁ—mﬁﬂ:
J =© | — | =
heav - en andearth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
0N 4
A T .
y 4 i | i ] ; I I > > o o >
(oo WmL— ] | | | ud B v ud
> i GJ d I I I I
J | [ |
san - na in  the high - st Bless - ed is he who
Q #u f — ] | oo i — i I I
%ﬁjﬁq_r I I [ ] I i I’ [ ] (/) [/

comes in the name of the Lord.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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Lambof God, youtake a-way the sin  of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, youtake a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-
N | |
AL — I o I I I I
[ (anYdlJ | | | ~F I g I I
ANIV a° & | | = e [ 0] = = O
v Pz o S Pz —o ©
way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
++ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

HYMN



How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
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1 How sweet the name of Je - sus sounds in
2 It makes  the wound - ed spir - it whole and
3 Dear name! The rock on which | build, my
4 By thee my prayers ac - cep - tance gain al -
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calms the heart’s un - rest; ’tis man - na to the
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heals our wounds, and drives a - way all fear.
hun - gry soul and to the wea - 1y, rest.
trea - sury, filled with bound - less  stores of grace.
me n vain, and 1 am owned a child.
5 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 6 How weak the effort of my heart,

my prophet, priest, and king,
my Lord, my life, my way, my end,
accept the praise I bring.

how cold my warmest thought;
but when I see thee as thou art,

I'll praise thee as I ought.

7 Till then I would thy love proclaim
with every fleeting breath;
and may the music of thy name
refresh my soul in death!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: St. PETER, Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799-1877

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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