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INTRODUCTION

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the
essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but
from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that | have
spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by
the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font
return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, +
the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life. Amen.



Gather Us In
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-tTy, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your  sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for-sak - en, gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the

Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form

d without ission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace
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to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to  God in the
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on  earth.
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I Lord God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,

wewor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace

to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to God in the
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God,
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Lamb of God, vou take a - way the sin of the world:



hand of the Fa-ther: re - ceive  our prayer.
o) Refrain
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high - est, and peace  to God's peo-ple on earth.
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3 Foryou a-lone arethe Ho - ly One, you a-lone are the Lord, youa-
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures.
Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all
evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LorD, the God of
your ancestors, is giving you. *You must neither add anything to what | command you
nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LoRrD your God
with which | am charging you.

°You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment
to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great
nation is a wise and discerning people!” 'For what other great nation has a god so near
to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? °And what other great nation has
statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that | am setting before you today?

’But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that
your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make
them known to your children and your children’s children.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 15

'LoRrD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,



who speak the truth from their heart;

‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They
have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

“They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. “In
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to
speak, slow to anger; *’for your anger does not produce God's righteousness.
“'Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and
welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.

“’But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. “For if
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves
in a mirror; *“for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what
they were like. ’But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in
their doing.

*If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their
hearts, their religion is worthless. “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand
GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around Jesus, “they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. *For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do



not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the
elders; “and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there
are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and
bronze kettles. °So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples
not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” °He said
to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people
honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; ’in vain do they worship
me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ °You abandon the commandment of God
and hold to human tradition.”

“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: “there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the
things that come out are what defile.”

“IFor it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication,
theft, murder, “adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander,
pride, folly. “All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
Please stand
HYMN



O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4  When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
0s . | .
b T | | | . i { | |
fg i | i — z- o | 1 -
J | 1 . | I
with - out whom noth-ing is, all per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com - mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest 1 - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, I must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir -it’s might, to live at peace with all

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear our prayers,
0 God, abide with us.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of



angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow-er and might,
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san - na in  the high - est. Bless - ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, youtake a-way the sin of the
0 | . . 37 —37
Yy D | | | | | | | N | | N
(EESSSSrE === ==esr=s
J a' '\_/" I
world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-
N | |
Yy D |
y " — I H S I | I I
| | © — | |
A\av 7 P p m— p — ) =i = S
) & R — & © & ©
way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
++ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

HYMN



For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri- fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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