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Let the little children come to me ...
it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs.
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INTRODUCTION

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story
we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human
legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples
who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to
receive the kingdom of God as a child does?

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you
for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.



How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, € - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he  say than to  you he has  said
ru strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; | on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - idor for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one
another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little
children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24

“The LoRD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a
helper as his partner.” “So out of the ground the LorD God formed every animal of the
field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man
gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field;
but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. *'So the LorD God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh. “?And the rib that the LorD God had taken from the man
he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last
is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of
Man this one was taken.” “Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 8

'O LoRD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!—

’you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and
children;

you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.
‘When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,

human beings that you should care for them?



°Yet you have made them little less than divine;

with glory and honor you crown them.

°You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:

‘all flocks and cattle,

even the wild beasts of the field,

%the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,

and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.

°0 LorD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

'Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, *but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. “He is the reflection of God’s glory and the
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, “having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.

“Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to
angels. “But someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are
mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? "You have made them for a little
while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, °subjecting
all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing
outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, “but
we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone.

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. "For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, “saying,



“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation
| will praise you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

’Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife?” *He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” “They said, “Moses
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” *But Jesus said to
them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. “But
from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ "“For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, “and the two shall
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. “Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate.”

“Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. "He said to
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her;
“and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and
the disciples spoke sternly to them. “But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and
said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of God belongs. “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” “And he took them up in his arms,
laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



HYMN

Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship

Text: John Fawcett, 17401817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nageli, 1773-1836, adapt.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

reign through all

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

e - ter - ni - ty.




OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



[0 X3

I !
I | I I
7]

NEEE

L.I I ]
&
Ho -1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
#{;@n — — e+
L\ e e —— o m—— e ———— j o0
J ' v v 4 4 !
san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy
Trinity, -+ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

HYMN



Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
4 “1 the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
I the Lord will smile up-on you, and give you peace.
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1 the Lord will

my love’s bap - tis - mal
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry,
Here my Spir-it’s pow-er filled you, here his
be your Fa - ther, Sav-ior, Com - fort-er

riv - er

I have made you mine for-ev - er.
here you touched him,saw his glo - ry.

ten - der com-fort stilled you.

and Broth-er.
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Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil -dren, sins for-giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
Go, my chil - dren, I will keep you, and give you peace.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: ARHYDY NOS, Welsh

Text © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“O Christ Out Light O Radiance True”
“Lord, Whose Humble Service”
“Where Cross Thy Crowded Ways Of Life”









