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INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God'’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
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3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land all threat-’ning to  de -

4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - Ver - powTr Uus. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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to all the earth.
Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For

the peace that

we

in - her - it,

glo-ry be to

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

“'The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that | made
with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. *’But
this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
LoRD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their
God, and they shall be my people. *“No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, “Know the LorD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LorD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 46

'God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

‘Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
*though its waters rage and foam,

and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

‘There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.



°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;

God shall help it at the break of day.

‘The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth melts away.

'The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

“Come now, regard the works of the LoRb,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

’behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that | am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
""The Lorp of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable
to God. “°For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

“'But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, “since all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God; *they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, “whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; **it was to
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one
who has faith in Jesus.



“Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,
but by the law of faith. *For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples; “and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
“They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free'?”

**Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. *The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a
place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand

HYMN



Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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and bring to naught all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mna - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR ANTHEM Built On A Rock

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy
Trinity, -+ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand



HYMN

The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - 1 - ty.
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS003243.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word”
“The Church Of Christ, In Every Age”



Dear Good Shepherd family,

Thank you for your love and support at this most difficult time. It was heartwarming
to see so many of you at the memorial service. You will always be in my heart and
prayers.

| stopped by the pumpkin patch on my way home--brought back happy memories--
and, now | have two pumpkins on my front porch to make me smile!

May God bless each of you, and if you are ever this way, stop and see me. | live "On
Top of the World" in Ocala.

Love,
Sally

PS: Someone left a pair of prescription glasses at the reception, and | would love to
find the owner.
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