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INTRODUCTION

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring
up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the
saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.”
With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second
coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper.

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—1608: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt.
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai, 15561608



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16

"“The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will fulfill the promise | made to
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. “In those days and at that time | will cause
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. "°In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LoRD is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10

'To you, O LORD,

| lift up my soul.

’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

‘Let none who look to you be put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

“Show me your ways, O LORD,

and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
°Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,

for they are from everlasting.

'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O
LORD.

®You are gracious and upright, O LORD;

therefore you teach sinners in your way.

°You lead the lowly in justice



and teach the lowly your way.
"°All your paths, O Lorp, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

’How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? °Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

""Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all,
just as we abound in love for you. "And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all his saints.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36

The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: *“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. **People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. “Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. ?Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

“Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; *“as soon as
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.
“So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. “Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

**“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and



drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, “like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole
earth. **Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand

HYMN



Lost in the Night
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Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?
Will you help wus soon? Will you help us soon?
Christ is com - ing soon! Christ is com - ing soon!
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!

Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 18591943, alt.
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune

Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

SPECIAL MUSIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen.

Please stand

HYMN



Fling Wide the Door
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly  name, from age to age the same!

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, I. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS003243.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Wake Awake For Night Is Flying”

“Lost In The Night”
“Fling Wide The Door”



WELCA Christmas Tree for Mildred Helms School

WELCA will be placing "wish tags" from Mildred Helms School on the tree in the narthex, today,
Sunday, November 28th, the First Sunday of Advent. The "wishes" will be collected from
Sunday, November 28 thru Sunday, December 12th. This cutoff date allows us time to transport
the items to Mildred Helms prior to them closing for

Christmas.

Please put your tag with your gift, you do not need to wrap the gifts, but may include wrapping
paper if you wish. If you have any questions, please call Marilou Nemeth, 727-546-9580.

Interfaith Food Pantry
We truly have so much for which to be thankful this year!

Since | last communicated with you, we have averaged 115-125 families each week. On
Thursday, November 18", we served 156 families — giving special food items and a chicken to
each family for Thanksgiving.

Thanks be to God as well as to our wonderful churches and supporters! Our bank account
has increased since my last email to you. God is so good — all the time. He has blessed our
Interfaith Food Pantry with donations (food and financial) as well as with faithful supporting
churches. (Good Shepherd is a member of the Interfaith Food Pantry which is housed at
Aldersgate Methodist Church on Starkey Road.)

In other news, we are busy planning to resume our “Big Church” days on the second
Tuesday of January 2022. There will be more information coming.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

“Proposed Items for Christmas Bags”
We are planning to give special Christmas bags out on Thursday, December 23™. | am
including a list of items which we are planning to include.

Box Instant Mashed Potatoes Can Cranberry Sauce

Box Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix Can Fruit

Box Stuffing Box Brownie OR Cake Mix

Can Green Beans “Packet” Gravy Mix (please no glass jars)
Can Whole Kernel Corn Can Creamed Corn

Can Cream of Mushroom Soup

With appreciation and many thanks, Fran Napowsa, IFP Church Liaison



