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INTRODUCTION

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star
that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God
who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons
of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Joy to the World
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sing, and heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of
a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to
the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



Please sit

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6

'Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
’For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LorD will
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. °Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

“Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses’ arms. “Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. °A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian
and Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

'Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to the king's son;

that he may rule your people righteously

and the poor with justice;

‘that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

“Let him defend the needy among the people,

rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

°May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,

from one generation to another.

Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,

like showers that water the earth.

‘In his time may the righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
®May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.



""May all kings bow down before him,

and all the nations do him service.

?For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

“He has compassion on the lowly and poor,

and preserves the lives of the needy.

"“From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12

'This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—*for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you, “and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as |
wrote above in a few words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: “that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

’0f this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. *Although | am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, “‘and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God who created all things; "°so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
""This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, “in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through
faith in him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

'Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. “Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may
also go and pay him homage.” “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. "When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. "On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ’And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

HOMILY

Please stand



We Three Kings of Orient Are
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Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

SPECIAL MUSIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



04 . .
" I i — T I I I — |
o — — | — ——
% ! P~ 7 N 7 A N P~ S N S B
1 | = 1 ~—~t 1 | =
J I L4 S—
pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-
0 u . .
"’ T ] —— I T P— — ]
&t a0+
S — b — g P 7 [ — —
san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is  he  who comes in the
0 u | | ‘ .
e e e e e
& o o p 0 If [ 2o o |
p] | - - |
name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.

Please stand

HYMN



Let All Together Praise Our God
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5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LoT Gorr, 1IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

6 Unlock the door again today
that leads to paradise;
the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

+++ + +

Thank you Pastors Ann Schmidt and Rick Malivuk for leading us in worship this
morning.

Eileen Gutzman Service Information

There will be a graveside memorial service for Eileen Gutzman on January 15th at 11am at
Memorial Park Cemetery. Eileen joined the Saints Eternal on Friday, September 10, 2021.

Home Blessings for Epiphany

Have you ever done a home blessing? The day of Epiphany (January 6th) has been a
traditional date for a home blessing. If you're interested this year, Pastor Keith will be
available all day on Thursday, January 6th for a short service of prayer and blessing at
your home. Please email keithw@mygoodshepherd.net to set up a time.

Bible Study on Revelation

Everyone has ideas about the Book of Revelation, also known as the Apocalypse.
Because these ideas are...a little weird and scary, many Christians avoid it altogether.
But the purpose of Revelation is not to condemn or to scare. Come join us as we
discover the real story being told in the Apocalypse. We will meet online using Zoom
on Tuesday nights at 7pm beginning January 11th. Please see the website if you aren't
already on the Bible Study email newsletter.
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“O Come All Ye Faithful”
“We Three Kings”
“Let All Together Praise Our God”



