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INTRODUCTION 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s 
voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy 
could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of hosts. Finally all 
the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we 
prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of 
the “salvation of God.” 

PRELUDE                  

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 



 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  
 
FIRST READING:  Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day 
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Luke 1:68-79 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
you have come to your people and set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of your servant David.  
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
71from the hands of all who hate us, 
72to show mercy to our forebears, 
and to remember your holy covenant. 
73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, 
75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  
 



76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way 
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 
may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  

GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-6 

The holy gospel according Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 



the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah,  “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

HOMILY 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

HYMN 

 



 
 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of 
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC      
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



 

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
HYMN 



 
 

 
 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS003243. 

 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 
“Prepare The Royal Highway”                                                                                                                          
 “On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist Cry” 
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

WELCA Christmas Tree for Mildred Helms School 
WELCA will be placing "wish tags" from Mildred Helms School on the tree in the narthex. The 
"wishes" will be collected from Sunday, November 28 thru Sunday, December 12th. This cutoff 
date allows us time to transport the items to Mildred Helms prior to them closing for 
Christmas.                                                                             

Please put your tag with your gift, you do not need to wrap the gifts, but may include wrapping 
paper if you wish.    If you have any questions, please call Marilou Nemeth, 727-546-9580. 

Interfaith Food Pantry 
We truly have so much for which to be thankful this year! 
         Since I last communicated with you, we have averaged 115-125 families each week. On 
Thursday, November 18th, we served 156 families – giving special food items and a chicken to 
each family for Thanksgiving. 
         Thanks be to God as well as to our wonderful churches and supporters! Our bank account 
has increased since my last email to you. God is so good – all the time. He has blessed our 
Interfaith Food Pantry with donations (food and financial) as well as with faithful supporting 
churches. (Good Shepherd is a member of the Interfaith Food Pantry which is housed at 
Aldersgate Methodist Church on Starkey Road.) 
                 In other news, we are busy planning to resume our “Big Church” days on the second 
Tuesday of January 2022. There will be more information coming.  
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
  
“Proposed Items for Christmas Bags” 
We are planning to give special Christmas bags out on Thursday, December 23rd. I am 
including a list of items which we are planning to include. 
 
Box Instant Mashed Potatoes                                Can Cranberry Sauce 
Box Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix  Can Fruit 
Box Stuffing  Box Brownie OR Cake Mix 
Can Green Beans  “Packet” Gravy Mix (please no glass jars) 
Can Whole Kernel Corn  Can Creamed Corn 
Can Cream of Mushroom Soup 
 
With appreciation and many thanks,  Fran Napowsa, IFP Church Liaison 
 


