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INTRODUCTION 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between 
a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, 
the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for 
“the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which 
the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim 
the Lord’s death.” 

PRELUDE                  

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 



 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Please sit  
 
FIRST READING:  Micah 5:2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor 
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And 
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Luke 1:46b-55 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
and holy is your name. 
50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
from generation to generation.  
51You have shown strength with your arm 
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
and lifting up the lowly. 
53You have filled the hungry with good things 



and sent the rich away empty. 
54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
to remember the promise of mercy, 
55the promise made to our forebears, 
to Abraham and his children forever.  

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 10:5-10 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your 
will, O God’ in the scroll of the book it is written of me.”  8When he said above, “You 
have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings 
and sin offerings” these are offered according to the law, 9then he added, “See, I have 
come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it 
is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-45 

The holy gospel according Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 



 
 
HOMILY 

 

 

Please stand 



 



 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of 
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews. 
 
 
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 



For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

 



SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE 

 

BLESSING 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
HYMN 



 



 
 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                                                                                                                          
 “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” 
“People, Look East” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

The Christmas Eve Service will be at 7:00 pm, Friday, December 24th  
in the sanctuary. Anticipating that this service may be a larger gathering 

than normal, we are encouraging that masks be worn. 


