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INTRODUCTION

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as
God'’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God
when we “pass through the waters . .. the rivers ... fire.” On this day the heavens open
again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and
wine.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



When Jesus Came to Jordan
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He came to share re - pen - tance with all who mourn their sins,
So when the dove de - scend-ed on him, the Son of Man,
Come, give our lives di - rec - tion, the  gift we cov-et most:
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to share the res - ur - rec - tion that leads to Pen-te - cost.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: KING'S LYNN, English folk tune

Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



Please sit

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7

'But now thus says the LoRD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,

O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are
mine. ‘When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers,
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you. *For | am the LORD your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
“Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and | love you, | give people in
return for you, nations in exchange for your life. °Do not fear, for | am with you; | will
bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you; °l will say to the
north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—'everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
’Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
‘The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;

the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
“The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

®the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

'The voice of the LORD

bursts forth in lightning flashes.

®The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the LoRrD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.



“The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are crying, “Glory!”

°The LoORD sits enthroned above the flood;

the LoRD sits enthroned as king forevermore.

"0 LORD, give strength to your people;

give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17

““Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. “The two went down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit "*for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of
them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. "Then Peter and
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

"“As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, °John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; | am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. “His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

“'Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, “?and the Holy Spirit descended upon himin
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ



HOMILY

Please stand

Crashing Waters at Creation
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

SPECIAL MUSIC Christ, When You Came To Jordan

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



Please sit

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE



BLESSING

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, * bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.

Please stand

HYMN



Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
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Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.

Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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Eileen Gutzman Service Information

There will be a graveside memorial service for Eileen Gutzman on January 15th at 11am at
Memorial Park Cemetery. Eileen joined the Saints Eternal on Friday, September 10, 2021.

Bible Study on Revelation

Everyone has ideas about the Book of Revelation, also known as the Apocalypse.
Because these ideas are...a little weird and scary, many Christians avoid it altogether.
But the purpose of Revelation is not to condemn or to scare. Come join us as we
discover the real story being told in the Apocalypse. We will meet online using Zoom
on Tuesday nights at 7pm beginning January 11th. Please see the website if you aren't
already on the Bible Study email newsletter.
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“When Jesus Came To Jordan”
“Crashing Waters At Creation”
“Christ When For Us You Were Baptized”



