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INTRODUCTION

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to
listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find
our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands
among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers
power to heal us all.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG - Let Justice Flow Like Streams



Let Justice Flow like Streams
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your
glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10

“Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh
their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. ‘They shall be like a shrub in the
desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of
the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

’Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. “They shall be like a
tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat
comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.

“The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? °l the LORD
test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to
the fruit of their doings.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 1

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
“Their delight is in the law of the LORD,

and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

‘They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

“It is not so with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

“Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LorD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is
no resurrection of the dead? "If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has
not been raised; “and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in
vain and your faith has been in vain. “We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. “For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been
raised. "If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
“Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. “If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

2But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

7Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of
Tyre and Sidon.”They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. “And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

“Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

71“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

»“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you,
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,
for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.

»“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

»“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.

“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

*“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

HOMILY

Please stand



Let Streams of Living Justice
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Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

SPECIAL MUSIC The Beatitudes

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, * bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN - Canticle Of The Turning



Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

“Text; Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Trish traditional
Text © 1990 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 S, Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

‘Al rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Let Justice Flow Like Streams”
“Let Streams of Living Justice”
“Canticle of the Turning”

®nline
Bible Study

Bible Study on Revelation

Everyone has ideas about the Book of Revelation, also known as the Apocalypse.
Because these ideas are...a little weird and scary, many Christians avoid it altogether.
But the purpose of Revelation is not to condemn or to scare. Come join us as we
discover the real story being told in the Apocalypse. We will meet online using Zoom
on Tuesday nights at 7pm beginning January 11th. Please see the website if you aren't
already on the Bible Study email newsletter.



