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INTRODUCTION

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut
down! The warnings are accompanied by God'’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good
news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: BLAENWERN, William P. Rowlands, 1860-1937



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God inthe high-est,  and peace to God's peo-ple on carth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through
the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it,
and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9

'Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come,
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. “Why do you
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not
satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich
food. °Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. | will make with
you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. “See, | made him a
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. “See, you shall call
nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

*Seek the LorD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; ’let the wicked
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD,
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. °For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 63:1-8

'0 God, you are my God; eagerly | seek you;

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
“Therefore | have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that | might behold your power and your glory.

For your steadfast love is better than life itself;

my lips shall give you praise.

“So will I bless you as long as | live

and lift up my hands in your name.

°My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

‘when | remember you upon my bed,



and meditate on you in the night watches.

’For you have been my helper,

and under the shadow of your wings | will rejoice.
#My whole being clings to you;

your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

'l do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, “and all were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea, “and all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock
was Christ. °Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were
struck down in the wilderness.

*Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as
they did. 'Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” *We must not indulge in sexual
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. *We
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents.
“And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
"These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down
to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. “So if you think you are
standing, watch out that you do not fall. “No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able
to endure it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

'At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.” Jesus asked them, “Do you think that
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other
Galileans?’No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. “Or
those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think
that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

‘Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 'So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For
three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ *He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more
year, until | dig around it and put manure on it. °If it bears fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814—-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

SPECIAL MUSIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we

pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the
journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, = bless you this day and
always. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



On Our Way Rejoicing
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”
“There’s A Wideness In God'’s Mercy”
“On Our Way Rejoicing”

+++++++

Luke in Lent

For this time of Lent, consider reading your way through the entire Gospel of Luke.
But also, consider doing it together with others! To help, a number of congregations
have partnered to share reflections for each reading through these 40 Days. Each day,
a new video reflection will be available here.
https://mygoodshepherd.net/luke-in-lent/




