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INTRODUCTION

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about
what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that
surpasses human understanding and power beyond human imagination.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the
earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family
from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you
flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of
righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the
waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out.

In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as
your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every
tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory,
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.



I’ve Got Peace like a River
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I've got peace like a riv-er, I've got peace like a riv-er,
I've got joy like a foun-tain, I've got joy like a foun-tain,
I've got love like an o - cean, I've got love like an o - cean,
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I've got peace like a riv - er in  my soul;
I've got joy like a foun-tain in my soul;
I've got love  like an o-cean in my soul;
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I've got peace like a riv-er, I've got peace like a riv - er
I've got joy like a foun-tain, I've got joy like a foun-tain,

I've got love like an o-cean, I've got love like an o - cean,
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I've got peace like a riv - er in  my soul.
I've got  joy like a foun-tain in my soul.
I've got love like an o-cean in my soul.

Text: traditional
Music: PEACE LIKE A RIVER, African American spiritual

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Dear God, with the spirit, help us love each other and the world. Amen

Please sit

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

’During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” "When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us
to proclaim the good news to them.

"We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day
to Neapolis, “and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. “On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a
place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. “A
certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the
city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen
eagerly to what was said by Paul. "When she and her household were baptized, she
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at
my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 67

'May God be merciful to us and bless us;

may the light of God'’s face shine upon us.

’Let your way be known upon earth,

your saving health among all nations.

’Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

‘Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
°Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

‘The earth has brought forth its increase;

God, our own God, has blessed us.

’May God give us blessing,

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

“And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. “The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. “Its gates will never be shut by day—and there
will be no night there. “*People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.
“But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb “through the middle of the street of the city.
On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.



*Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; “they will see his face, and his
name will be on their foreheads. “And there will be no more night; they need no light
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and
ever.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL: John 14-23-29
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

ZJesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.
“Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is
not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

»“l have said these things to you while | am still with you. *“But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that | have said to you. “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. **You heard me say to you, ‘1 am going away, and | am coming
to you." If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. ?’And now | have told you this before it occurs, so that when it
does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



They’ll Know We Are Christians
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Text: Peter Scholtes, b.1938
Tune: ST. BRENDAN'S, 7 6 7 6 8 6 with refrain; Peter Scholtes, b.1938
© 1966, FE.L. Publications, assigned to The Lorenz Corp., 1991



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

SPECIAL MUSIC Spirit Song Choir



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION




SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH Corey, Hollis & James

BLESSING

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, * bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



This Little Light of Mine
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Artwork by Elliot Walbolt
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“I've Got Peace Like A River”

“They’ll Know We Are Christians”
“This Little Light of Mine”



Kids
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Thank you FaithWorks for leading
us in worship this morning.
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~ Armor of’
g Instruction

What do you need to walk through life faithfully? The book of Ephesians teaches about the
“helmet of salvation,” and the “breastplate of righteousness.” Wouldn’t you like an instruction
manual for these things? How do you wear the belt of truth? How do you use the sword of God’s
word? Come join us as we try on the armor of God together in our bible study.

We will meet online using Zoom on Wednesday nights at 7pm beginning April 27th, 2022.

If you've attended in the past, you'll automatically receive an email with the link to join, but if

you’re new, register here.



