August 7, 2022
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

“DON'T BE
AFRAID,
LITTLE
FLOCK.”

» LUKE 12:32
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock”
of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the
promises of God. Have no fear.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our
own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at
the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our
neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

You are free to love as God loves. Amen.



God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
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od, who stretched the span - gled heav - ens in - fi - nite in time and place,

We have ven -tured worlds un - dreamed of since the child-hood of our race;
As each far ho -1 - zon beck - ons, may it chal-lenge us a - new:
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flung the suns in burn-ing ra - diance through the si-lent fields of space:
known the ec-sta-sy of wing-ing  through un - trav-eled realms of space;
chil - dren of cre - a - tive pur - pose, serv - ing oth-ers, hon - ’ring you.
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we, your chil - dren in your like-ness, share in- ven - tive pow’rs with you;
probed the se - crets of the at- om, yield-ing un-1i - mag - ined pow’r,
May our dreams prove rich with prom-ise; each en-deav-or well be - gun;
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great Cre - a - tor, still cre - at - ing, show us what we yet may do.

fac - ing us with life’s de - struc-tion or our most tri - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a - tor, give us  guid - ance till our goals and yours are one.

Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927
Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
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world: havemer-cy on us; you are seat - ed at the
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our  prayer.
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Spir- it, in the glo- ry of God the Fa-ther, A - men.
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive
you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6

'After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” ‘But Abram said, “O Lord
Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” °And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” “But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” *He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” “And he believed the LORD;
and the LorD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22

“Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God's heritage!
“The LorDp looks down from heaven,

and sees all humankind.

"“God sits firmly enthroned and watches

all who dwell on the earth.

“God fashions all their hearts

and observes all their deeds.

®A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
"The horse gives vain hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
“Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
"“to deliver their lives from death,

and to keep them alive in time of famine.
“°Qur innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.

“'Surely, our heart rejoices in you,

for in your holy name we put our trust.

“’Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
’Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. °By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. °For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.



"By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised.
“Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.”

“All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, “for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. “If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. “But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Luke 12:32-40
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: **“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. *Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and
no moth destroys. *“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

**“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; **be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. “Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. **If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

““But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. “°You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show
you the path of life this day and always. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



The God of Abraham Praise
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I The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-br'’ham praise! At  your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 Your prom-ise you have sworn; | on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—
from earth 1 rise and seek the joys at  your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.
| shall, on ea - gle wings up-bome, to  heav’'n as - cend.
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| Am the One I Am"— by earth and heav'n con - fessed:
I all  on earth for-sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’'r—
You deign to call me friend; you call your-self my God!
I shall be - hold your face; I shall your pow’r a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on -ly por-tion make, my shield and tow'r.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.
and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er - more.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“God Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens”

“Blessed Assurance”
“The God Of Abraham Praise”

Our Stewardship
For the month ending July 2022

Church Little Lambs
Needed monthly S 27,551.17 S 46,079.69
Giving/Income for the month S  9,813.14 S 46,738.00
Expenses YTD $203,529.76 $ 335,203.02
Giving/Income YTD S 81,034.92 $ 396,107.35
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 55,800.00
Contributions towards Roof and Renovations S  9,187.63

Atlanta Youth Trip Presentation
Join us on August 21 immediately following the church service to hear all about the
Atlanta youth trip! Anne, Hollis, Corey and James will share about the wonderful

experience they had traveling together and serving the homeless community in Atlanta.
Light refreshments will be provided.



