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 INTRODUCTION 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching 
light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 
all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when 
the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From 
the Lord’s Table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near. 

PRELUDE                  

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 



 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE – Verses 1 & 2 

 

Please sit  

 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 

of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;4but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 



5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
his loins. 

6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow 
and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on 
all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea.  

10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   72:1-7, 18-19 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  

 



SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
      4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, “The 
root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 
shall hope.” 
     13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand  
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12 

The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 



 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 

HOMILY 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

HYMN 



 



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of 
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM      
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE 



 

 

BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
HYMN 
 



 
 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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“On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry” 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”                                                                                                                          
 “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Semiannual Congregational Meeting 
The Semiannual Congregational Meeting will be held online on Zoom on Tuesday, 
December 6th at 7:00 pm.  We will be approving our budget for 2023 – our spending 
plan for doing mission in the next year.  You can log in by going to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89122307863 or by calling 929-205-6099 from a phone and 
using Meeting ID:  891 2230 7863. 

 
 

Committal Service for Pastor Priit and Judy Rebane 

There will be a committal service at Good Shepherd for Pastor Priit and Judy Rebane in 
the Memorial Garden next Sunday, December 11, 2022.  The service will held at 11:15 
am, following the Sunday church service. 
A memorial service will be held at St. Mark Village for Pastor Priit Rebane on Monday, 
December 12, 2022 at 2:00 pm. The address for St. Mark Village is 2655 Nebraska Ave., 
Palm Harbor, FL  34684. 

 



 
Sign-up for Poinsettias 

Sign-up is underway for Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve.  Sign-
up ends Sunday, December 18, 2022.  Each poinsettia is $10.00.  The list is in the 
narthex.  If you need to call the office to add your name to the list, please call by Friday, 
December 16, 2022.  The office phone number is 727-391-4644. 

 

WELCA Christmas Tree for Mildred Helms School 
WELCA has placed "wish tags" from Mildred Helms School on the tree in the narthex.  
The “Wishes” will be collected from now until Sunday, December 18th Please put your 
tag with your gift, you do not need to wrap the gifts, but may include wrapping paper if 
you wish.    If you have any questions, please call Marilou Nemeth, 727-546-9580. 
Thank you for your continued support of Mildred Helms School. 

 

 
Our Stewardship 

For the month ending October 2022 
 

  Church Little Lambs 

 Needed monthly $    27,551.17 $    46,079.69  
 Giving/Income for the month $      10,915.20 $    77,566.33  
 Expenses YTD  $ 316.550.47   $  483,043.95 
 Giving/Income YTD $   113,016.13 $  596,426.53 

 Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations     $ 150,000.00 
     Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far        $   93,599.00 
       Contributions towards Roof and Renovations  $   15,140.56        

 
 


