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INTRODUCTION

Today we will follow the lead of our young people as we hear, sing, and act out the
Good News as Advent waiting gives way to Nativity joy. On this final Sunday of Advent
we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and
death.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

AW = LG§P'<:)
| Y

-

| N | | | | | I ]  I—
[ ] g‘ & I | f\, | | |
o — b i i v‘ i

He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent -1y lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Please stand

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her Kking; let ev - 1 heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’'n, and heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jjoy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



FIRST READING: LUKE 1:5-13, 18-25

0 COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

0O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O Come,
O Come
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SECOND READING: Luke 1:26-38

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;

from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for -ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



THIRD READING: Luke 1:39-45

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
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FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-7

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
| love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.




FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-20
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav'nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.




SIXTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11

What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
2 Why lies he in such mean es - tate
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?

where ox and ass are feed - ing?
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners

the si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal-va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

This, this is  Christ the king,
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the
Raise, raise the song on high,

whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
cross be borne for me, for you;
vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;

haste, haste to bring him laud,
hail, hail the Word made flesh,
joy, joy, for Christ is

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

Please stand

babe, the son of Mar - y!
babe, the son of Mar - y!
babe, the son of Mar - y!



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
9 | f I f y y y I I .
i — | | | /X0 7 B— -
w e e ]
Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of
the Holy Spirit, *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.



Please stand

He Came Down
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I Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 Hecame down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le-1lu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

DISMISSAL

Go in peace,

nurturing lives for following Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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“Joy To The World”

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
“Away In A Manger”

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
“What Child Is This”

“He Came Down”



Sign-up for Poinsettias Ends Today!

Sign-up end today for Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve. Each
poinsettia is $10.00. The list is in the narthex.

WELCA Christmas Tree for Mildred Helms School

The “wish tag gifts” are due today. Please put your tag with your gift, you do not need
to wrap the gifts, but may include wrapping paper if you wish. If you have any
questions, please call Marilou Nemeth, 727-546-9580. Thank you for your continued
support of Mildred Helms School.



Our Stewardship
For the month ending November 2022

Church Little Lambs
Needed monthly $ 27,551.17 $ 46,079.69
Giving/Income for the month $ 111,259.98 $ 63,396.51
Expenses YTD $ 302,163.59 $ 529,725.04
Giving/Income YTD $ 224,291.11 $ 659,823.04
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 95,099.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 16,879.99



