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INTRODUCTION 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, 
shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, 
God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. 
Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and 
Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have 
indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O 
come, let us adore! 

 

PRELUDE      

             

WELCOME 

 

Please stand 



 



 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and 
to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and 
enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Please sit  

 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 52:7-10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in 
plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 
PSALM:   Psalm 98 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.  
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
and the peoples with equity.  

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 1:1-4 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  



 

GOSPEL:  John 1:1-14 

The holy gospel according John.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
HOMILY 

 

 

Please stand 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends 
God of Grace, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of 
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews. 
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made 
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

 

Please sit 

 

 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE 

 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 
peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
HYMN 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Angles We Have Heard On High”                                                                                                                          
“Away In A Manager” 
“Go, Tell It On The Mountain” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The church office & Little Lambs Christian Preschool will be closed from 
December 24, 2022 through January 2, 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 


