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INTRODUCTION 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that 
when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light 
breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, 
the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine 
before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of 
Christ. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim 
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love.  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon 
you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power 
to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Please sit  

 

 



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 58:1-9a 
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek 
me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast, but you do 
not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own 
interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel 
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and 
ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share 
your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then your 
light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9aThen 
you shall call, and the LORD will answer;you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I 
am. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:   Psalm 112:1-9 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be mighty  in the land; 
the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
and their righteousness will last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
5It is good for them to be generous in lending 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 



6For they will never be shaken; 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 
 they will hold up their head with honor. 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of 
God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might 
rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, 
secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the 
rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human 
except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly 
God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by 
God. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 



 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:13-20 

The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 

Jesus said: 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 
others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY 

Please stand 



 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends 
Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   You Are The Salt and The Light 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of 
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews. 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 



  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

FAMILY TIME  

 

 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

 

SENDING HYMN 

 



 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “My Lord of Light”                                                                                                                          
“Christ, Be Our Light” 
“O God of Light” 
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Called Home to Heaven 

Long-time member, Joan Briant was called home to heaven on December 30, 2022.  A 
service was held for her Saturday, January 28th at the Garden Sanctuary Funeral home. 
 
Maren B. Anderson was called Home to Heaven on Sunday, January 22, 2023.  Brad, 
Maren’s son was with her when she was called home.  There will be a service for Maren 
on Saturday, February 25, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. here at Good Shepherd. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Stewardship 
For the month ending December 2022 

 
  Church Little Lambs 

 Needed monthly $    27,551.17 $    46,079.69  
 Giving/Income for the month $      49,768.04 $    44,402.16  
 Expenses YTD  $ 355,135.32   $  574,430.68 
 Giving/Income YTD $   273,881.75 $  704,225.20 

 

     Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations                    $ 150,000.00 
     Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far        $   109,082.00 
     Contributions towards Roof and Renovations  $   18,086.38       

 
 

 


