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INTRODUCTION

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the
basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the
meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter. Hungry for God’'s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days
ahead.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way
of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy,
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit's power. Amen.



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - «cy.

NS

ol a— P — > 7}
¥ ¥

Bo

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through
the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it,
and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
°And the LOrRD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the
garden; "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall die.”

*'Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LorD God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” “The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; *but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” “But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die; *for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” °So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 'Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made loincloths for themselves.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 32

'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,

and whose sin is put away!

’‘Happy are they to whom the LoRD imputes no guilt,

and in whose spirit there is no guile!

‘While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,

because of my groaning all day long.

“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

°Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. | said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
‘Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

’You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

“l will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;

I will guide you with my eye.

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
'“Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.

"Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;

shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so
death spread to all because all have sinned—"sin was indeed in the world before the
law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. “Yet death exercised dominion from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam,
who is a type of the one who was to come.

“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one



man'’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. °And the free gift is not like the
effect of the one man'’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. "If,
because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much
more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

“Therefore just as one man'’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. “For just as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many
will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. ‘He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. °‘The tempter came
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves
of bread.” “But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God."”

°Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, °saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
’Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendor; “and he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you
will fall down and worship me.” "°Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him."”
""Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Oh, Love, How Deep
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God, should take our mor - tal form for mor-tals’ sake!
hu - man frame, in Christ our Lord to this world came.
sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
ac - tions thus still seek - ing not him - self, but us.
5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 6 For us he rose from death again;
for us, in crown of thorns arrayed, for us he went on high to reign;
he bore the shameful cross and death; for us he sent his Spirit here
for us he gave his dying breath. to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

7 All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad:
the Trinity whom we adore
forever and forevermore.

Text: Thomas 4 Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-1885, alt.
Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th cent.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR ANTHEM Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,  Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Jesus, Still Lead On
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2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
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come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
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guide us by your  hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in the prom - ised land.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
“Oh, Love, How Deep”
“Jesus, Still Lead On”
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SCHEDULE

Midweek Lenten Soup and Prayer
6:00 pm Soup Supper (Wednesdays) - A light meal with soup by you! Please see the
Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer - A sung service of prayer during the middle of the
week to center ourselves in God's word.

Bible Study: "Tech for Humans"

What effects has technology had on your life? From air conditioning to smartphones to
live-streaming worship, our lives are filled with technology that no biblical author ever
knew. Some of the ways we use technology have been good for us, and some of the
ways have been bad, but technology is *never neutral.*

The study will explore the ways technology shapes us while looking to the Bible for
guidance. Instead of being a live study, each week the pastor's presentation will be
available for you to watch on your own time, and you will be invited to respond to the
presentation and to one another online. (That's right, we're using a different technology
... let's see how it shapes us.)

The videos will be made available each Wednesday morning in Lent beginning the week
after Ash Wednesday and can be seen on Facebook or on Good Shepherd's website.
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WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)

WELCA is starting a new monthly in-person Bible Study beginning Monday, March 20,
2023 at 11:00 am. The Bible Study will be held in the Church Library.

Our Stewardship
For the month ending January 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Monthly Expenses $ 27,011.38 $ 48,923.38

Expenses YTD 27,011.38 48,923.38

Giving/Income for the month $13,316.71 $ 60,140.83

Giving/Income YTD $ 13,216.71 $ 60,140.83
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 117,955.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 18,423.70



