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INTRODUCTION

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and
Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a
covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life.
From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way
of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy,
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit's power. Amen.



This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now
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1 This is the Spir - it’s en - try now: the wa - ter and the word,
2 Thismir - a-cle of life re - born comes from the Lord of  breath;
3 Let wa - ter be the sa-cred sign that we must die each day
4 Re-new-ing Spir - it, hear our praise for your bap-tis - mal pow’r
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
the sin - less one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
to rise a-gain by his de-sign as  fol-['wers of his way.

that wash-es us through all our days. Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933
Music: LAND OF REST, North American traditional
Text © Thomas E. Herbranson, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE

In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

0
L ]
|74 I
DT o—»——— -
J b 4
Lord, have mer - cy
0
|4 |
Fﬂ'ﬁ“—e—“—.ﬂ—..—;L‘—ﬂ—H
ANV 1
J
For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - «cy.
0
2
Hoy—or A— pS— pS—)
I\JV ¥ ¥
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a

'The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. “I will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. °I will bless those
who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.”

““So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 121

‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;

from where is my help to come?

’‘My help comes from the LORD,

the maker of heaven and earth.

“The Lorp will not let your foot be moved

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep;

the LORD watches over you;

the LoRD is your shade at your right hand;

‘the sun will not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

"The LorD will preserve you from all evil

and will keep your life.

*The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?
’For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. *For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” “Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned
as a gift but as something due. °But to one who without works trusts him who justifies
the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

“For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. “For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.



"“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, "as it is written,
“I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.



GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ’‘He came to Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” °Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” °Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
’Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” °Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

"“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen;
yet you do not receive our testimony. “If | have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? “No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, “that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;

2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry ©be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je -sus who is r1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past;
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - nit -ed, for he lives.

in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.

in a song that has no end -ing. . ... A - men

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends

Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR ANTHEM God So Loved The World

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION musIC
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME WITH ANNE

BLESSING

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Lift High the Cross
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Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - Ilow where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“This Is The Spirit’s Entry Now”
“We are Baptized In Christ Jesus”
“Lift High The Cross”

+++++++

Ké vyjeve

SCHEDULE

Midweek Lenten Soup and Prayer
6:00 pm Soup Supper (Wednesdays) - A light meal with soup by you! Please see the
Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer - A sung service of prayer during the middle of the
week to center ourselves in God's word.

Bible Study: "Tech for Humans"

What effects has technology had on your life? From air conditioning to smartphones to
live-streaming worship, our lives are filled with technology that no biblical author ever
knew. Some of the ways we use technology have been good for us, and some of the
ways have been bad, but technology is *never neutral.*

The study will explore the ways technology shapes us while looking to the Bible for
guidance. Instead of being a live study, each week the pastor's presentation will be
available for you to watch on your own time, and you will be invited to respond to the
presentation and to one another online. (That's right, we're using a different technology
... let's see how it shapes us.)

The videos will be made available each Wednesday morning in Lent beginning the week
after Ash Wednesday and can be seen on Facebook or on Good Shepherd's website.



Sunday, March 12t at 2:00am Daylight Savings begins!

Remember to turn your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed on
Saturday, March 11, 2023.

Called Home to Heaven

Gail Goepfert was called Home to Heaven on Tuesday, February 28, 2023. There will
be a service for Gail here at Good Shepherd at a later date.

\Women o e

ELCA-Z:

WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)
WELCA is starting a new monthly in-person Bible Study beginning Monday, March 20,
2023 at 11:00 am. The Bible Study will be held in the Church Library.

Our Stewardship
For the month ending January 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Monthly Expenses $ 27,011.38 $ 48,923.38

Expenses YTD 27,011.38 48,923.38

Giving/Income for the month $13,316.71 $ 60,140.83

Giving/Income YTD $ 13,216.71 $ 60,140.83
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 117,955.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 18,423.70



