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INTRODUCTION

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating
with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-
righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices.
God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the
tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive
the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the
world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de-fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a- dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al -might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



9 Refrain
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on carth.
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1 Lord God, heav'n-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

2 Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

0y Refrain

3 For you a - lone arethe Ho - ly One, you a - lone are the

Lord, you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the
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Ho-1ly Spir-it, in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the
power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15-6:6

“1 will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In
their distress they will beg my favor:

é1“Come, let us return to the LoRD; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has
struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day
he will raise us up, that we may live before him. *Let us know, let us press on to know
the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like
the spring rains that water the earth.”

“What shall | do with you, O Ephraim? What shall | do with you, O Judah? Your love is
like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. “Therefore | have hewn them
by the prophets, | have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes
forth as the light. °For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God
rather than burnt offerings.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15

"“Listen, my people, and | will speak: Israel, | will bear witness against you;
for 1 am God, your God.

‘I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;

your burnt offerings are always before me.

°l will not accept a calf from your stalls,

nor goats from your pens;

"“for all the wild animals of the forest are mine,

the cattle on a thousand hills.

"I know every bird of the mountains,

and the creatures of the fields are mine.



“If | were hungry, | would not tell you,

for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.
“Do you think | eat the flesh of bulls,

or drink the blood of goats?

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving

and make good your vows to the Most High.
“Call upon me in the day of trouble;

| will deliver you, and you shall honor me.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. “For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

"“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, "as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist. ®Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of
many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”
"“He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “’°No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, *'being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. *Therefore his faith “was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” ?Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for
his sake alone, *but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, “who was handed over to death for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

°As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

'“And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and
were sitting with him and his disciples. "When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” “But when he
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. "Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have come
to call not the righteous but sinners.”

“While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue
came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay
your hand on her, and she will live.” “And Jesus got up and followed him, with his
disciples. ““Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for
twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, *'for she said to
herself, “If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.” *’Jesus turned, and seeing her he
said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman
was made well. “When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and
the crowd making a commotion, **he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but
sleeping.” And they laughed at him. ’But when the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. *And the report of this spread
throughout that district.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HOMILY

Please stand
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;

I There’s a wide-ness
2 There is wel-come for the

3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and  the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;

Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,

There is no
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.

and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence.

We pray, O God, for the church. Unite us with any on the margins, that the whole world
recognizes that your mercy is greater than our human capacity to restrict it. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for creation. Tend forests and fields and safeguard all cattle, birds,
and wild animals. Preserve lakes, rivers, and oceans and send rains to water the earth.
Revive lands recovering from natural disasters. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for the nations. Awaken in our leaders compassion for people who
have too often felt forgotten or neglected, and inspire policy solutions that promote
equity and inclusion. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for all who are in need. Accompany anyone enduring chronic illness,
any who suffer in secret, and those grieving a loved one’s death. Send healing for all
who plead for relief from sickness or pain. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



We pray, O God, for the eradication of racial hatred. On this week when we
commemorate the Emanuel Nine, we implore you to cast out the demons of white
supremacy that make us believe lies about ourselves and our neighbors. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks, O God, for Barnabas and all the saints. Renew our faith that you can
do what you have promised and raise us, with all our beloved dead, to new life. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the

world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR MUSIC Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Bless-ed is  he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -

san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. La.mb of God, you
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take a-way the sin of the world; have mer -cy on us.
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world; grantl us  peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.



Please stand

SENDING HYMN

O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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1 O  Christ, your heart,com - pas - sion-ate, bore ev - ’ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed those castdown and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Christ,cre - ate new hearts in us that beat in time with yours,
4 0O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its beat - ing was the pulse of God; its breadth, God’s vast do - main.
so  may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.
whose arms stretched wideup - on a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write  God’slove in hu-man deeds, € - ter - ni-ty in time.

and help us bear an - oth - er’s pain as though it were our own.
that through our life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Praise To The Lord The Almighty”

“There’s A Wideness In God'’s Mercy”
“O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”

Our Stewardship
For the month ending May 2023
Church Little Lambs
Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17
Giving/Income for the month 14,272.75 64,508.53
Monthly Expenses $ 41,958.02 $ 71,105.34
Giving/Income YTD 79, 255.35 343,616.06
Expenses YTD 141,372.78 259,553.38
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 19,902.71



LSF Heart & Sole Shoe Collection

WHO WE ARE

LSF (Lutheran Services of Florida) is an organization dedicated to serving those most
vulnerable members of our communities by providing life-changing human services to
all people regardless of age, background, or belief system.

We are dedicated to serving children and families, youth and teens, adults and elderly,
refugees and immigrants through various programs ranging from substance abuse and mental
health to education. Through our work, we help communities build healthier, happier, and
hope-filled futures.

“HEART & SOLE” SHOE DRIVE

Help us make a huge difference in the lives of Children for all ages in the Tampa Bay region
through our programs in Child Welfare. These children are coming from homes which each new
day was a challenge. When these children enter foster care, it is often with only the clothes on
their backs and sometimes not even a pair of shoes on their feet.

Shoes are needed for children of all ages. The shoes need to be new. Sneakers are needed
most. You may donate by leaving the shoes in the collection box located in the narthex, or if
you would prefer to just purchase through Amazon, there is a list on this link for that

too: https:/ /www.lsfnet.org/heartandsole/ the collection will run through tomorrow, Monday,
June 12, 2023.




