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INTRODUCTION

God's word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also
like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.
At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the
world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and [ will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du-ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here 1is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.




9 Refrain
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on carth.
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1 Lord God, heav'n-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

2 Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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3 For you a - lone arethe Ho - ly One, you a - lone are the

Lord, you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the
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Ho-1ly Spir-it, in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

°For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, "so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the
thing for which | sent it.

"“For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle; and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not
be cut off.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65:9-13 (Red in unison)

°You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of
God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

'“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

""You crown the year with your goodness,

and your paths overflow with plenty.

"’May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,

and the hills be clothed with joy.

*May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys

cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. *For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
*For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, “so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death,
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 'For this reason the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, *and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. "“But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. "If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. “Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd
stood on the beach. °And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A
sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. °Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. °But when the
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 'Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. “Other seeds fell
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
°Let anyone with ears listen!”

'““Hear then the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. *°As for what was sown on rocky ground, this
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; *'yet such a person
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. ?’As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. ?But as for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



The Word of God Is Source and Seed
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1 The Word of God is source and seed; it comes to
2 The Word of God is breath and life; it comes to
3 The Word of God is flesh and grace, who comes to
0 . .
p* A | I | I N N I I |
> —= — ( — - & I | | o
Y r ) G I I P P [ z hd
die and sprout and  grow. So make your dark earth
heal and wake and save. So let the Spir - it
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wel - come warm; root deep the grain God  bent to sow.
touch and mend and rouse your dry bones from their grave.
Je - sus was, who came to live and love and die.
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gau -de - a - mus Do - mi - no!
in the Lord let us re - joice!

Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939
Music: GAUDEAMUS DOMINO, David Hurd, b. 1950
Text © 1983, 1993 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil.
Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the
world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to
grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be
good stewards. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in
the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf
of the common good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Heal those who are sick, O God. Guide health care workers to care for those who
suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for victims of
sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near
and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, whose
confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one
who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR MUSIC Spirit Song



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Bless-ed is  he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -

san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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world; have mer-cy on us. La.mb of God, you
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world; grantl us  peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



On What Has Now Been Sown
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grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the
Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing
you to heav’n, our home. E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus,

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148 TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

praise!

give.
come!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Jesus Shall Reign”
“Come To Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”
“Just A Closer Walk With Thee”



Our Stewardship
For the month ending June 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Giving/Income for the month 11,923.34 114,989.80

Monthly Expenses $ 25,006.05 $ 52,177.46

Giving/Income YTD 91,178.69 468,605.86

Expenses YTD 166,378.83 311,730.84
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 20,194.23



Messy Church - Saturday July 22, 2023 — Family Event

This will be kind of like a one afternoon Vacation Bible School. It is messy in the sense
that we will not be quietly sitting and listening. One of the pillars of Messy Church (a
trademarked program) is to bring generations together. | have several adults from the
congregation lined up to work the stations so the kids will have opportunities to interact
with people who they might not talk to regularly. This is a family event, we prefer the kids
not be dropped off, but if that would prevent them from participating just let us know ahead
of time that they will be participating without an adult. Feel free to invite friends and
neighbors.

Messy Church -Saturday July 22, 2023
3:30 — 5:00 pm
At Good Shepherd
The Theme is A New Beginning

We will be collecting new socks and underwear sizes 3-adult for Clothes to Kids as the
service project. Snack time will be included.

The wilderness is messy, but God will lead us through.
If you have any questions, please call Patti Nickol at 727-391-9854



