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For those who want to save their life

witl lose /¥,

and those who lose their life for my sake

will find it.

Matthew 16:25, NRSV
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INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s
words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering,
Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is
described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with
evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake
of our suffering world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us
beyond our days. Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have
harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be
our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven * and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God'’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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@M Lord God, heav-en - ly king, al-might-y God and Fa- ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praiseyou for your glo - ry.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
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world: havemer-cy on us; you are seat - ed at the
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our  prayer.
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
N & — 3 ! ) —3— )
= I | o | | I I ] ] T T I y I 1
| 7 AV 1 I ] I — 1 1 ] T 1 I I I I |-
4 P - P {—, o P - X
U & > - 1 > 1
% For you a-lone are the Ho - ly One, you a- lone are the Lord,
N u , .
= 1 ] T 1 q—— | I Ty Ty T ]
é a Ej ; I LT ] ] ] [ I = ] 1
'y} T i T === I I
you a - lone are the Most High, Je- sus Christ, with the Ho- ly
N u
= 1 ] | I— I 1 g ! I I I}
P [ =K/ be I I 1l
B — PP TOo T O i
" I I ] I I I I I 1 I}
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21

“0 LOoRbD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on
my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account |
suffer insult. “Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a
joy and the delight of my heart; for | am called by your name, O LoRrD, God of hosts. "
did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your
hand | sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. *Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

“Therefore thus says the LorD: If you turn back, | will take you back, and you shall
stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall
serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. *°’And
| will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but
they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, says the
Lorb. 'l will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp
of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8

'Give judgment for me, O LoRb, for | have lived with integrity;
| have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
‘Test me, O LORD, and try me;

examine my heart and my mind.

For your steadfast love is before my eyes;

| have walked faithfully with you.

‘1 have not sat with the worthless,

nor do I consort with the deceitful.

° have hated the company of evildoers;

| will not sit down with the wicked.

°1 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,

that I may go in procession round your altar,
’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving

and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

LORD, I love the house in which you dwell

and the place where your glory abides.



SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21
°Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; "°love one another

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. "Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. “Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

"“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. “Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. “Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. "Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. “If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. “Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, |
will repay, says the Lord.” *°No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” ?’Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:21-18
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

“'From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised. ?And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” ?But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”

“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. “’For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. **For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in
return for their life?

““For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay everyone for what has been done. “*Truly | tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev. - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will  you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
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world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation,
and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. Draw the seeker to you,
place messages of hope and healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your
children to your truth when we stumble. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the
beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your
world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to
show honor to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace
to peoples and places mired in conflict. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. Liberate your
people being insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the ruthless. Give endurance to
workers who persevere on this Labor Day and insure fair wages and safe working
environments. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times and to
remain faithful in prayer when facing challenges. Show us how best to love and care
for one another and our communities. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor.
Nurture us in faith until the day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR ANTHEM In His Steps

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



O Master, Let Me Walk with You

0 | | .
) A J— T T f T ‘ ; . 1
b1 I I | | I I I I > > I
@v D g o o z o ] | ] o o r
b b b b 7] o o i !
J 1 I
1 O Mas - ter, let me walk with you in  low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share with me a clos - er
4 In  hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can give; with you, O  Mas - ter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Son of God, Eternal Savior”

“Will You Come and Follow Me”
“O Master, Let Me Walk With You”

Our Stewardship
For the month ending July 2023
Church Little Lambs
Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17
Giving/Income for the month 13,902.54 47,969.45
Monthly Expenses $ 21,973.71 $ 50,587.85
Giving/Income YTD 105,156.13 515,575.31
Expenses YTD 188,352.54 362,588.69
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00
Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 20,480.63

Sacraments Bible Study

What is a sacrament? How many are
there — 2, 3, 7? Do we have Holy Water?
Join Pastor Keith for a study on the SAC RAM E N TS
sacraments using scripture and

theological sources to answer these
questions and more about how God
shows up in our world. The class will meet for four Tuesday evenings at 7pm online

using Zoom, beginning August 15th. Go to https://mygoodshepherd.net/bible-study/
for more information.




