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 INTRODUCTION 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel 
tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is 
the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present 
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us 
beyond our days. Amen. 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have 
harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with you.  Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be 
our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way 
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, 
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 
your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
for that is my desire. 
36Incline my heart to your decrees 
and not to unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
give me life in your way. 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
which is for those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
because your judgments are good. 
40Behold, I long for your commandments; 
by your righteousness enliven me.  

 
SECOND READING:  Roman 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

Please stand 

 
 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 

Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 



Please stand 

 
 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, 
and the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and lead 
us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of 
reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with other Christians and people of 
other faiths. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders 
of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that live in 
them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 

Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and 
government officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with 
dignity and guide our conversations with one another. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 



Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wicked 
acts of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick. 
Guard their waking and their sleeping. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to 
which each is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing 
employment. In all our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in faith. 
May their trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of 
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews. 
         
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 



Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 



Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY TIME  

 



BLESSING 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in 
you, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

SENDING HYMN 

 

 

 

 



 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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“Earth and All Stars!” 
“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please join us, following the service this morning, for an Ice Cream social to celebrate Rally Day 
as we begin a new year for FaithWorks and confirmation.  We will meet in the narthex following 
the service.   

 
 
 

Our Stewardship 
For the month ending August 2023 

 
  Church Little Lambs 

 Needed monthly $    28,514.45 $    51,864.17  
 Giving/Income for the month 11,784.62 64,046.47 
 Monthly Expenses $      24,631.90 $    65,856.22 
 Giving/Income YTD 114,888.77 581.621.78 
 Expenses YTD 212,984.44 428,444.91 
  

     Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations                    $ 150,000.00 
     Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far        $   123,494.00 

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations     $   20,884.56 
 
 


