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INTRODUCTION

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are
unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a
model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the
broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us
beyond our days. Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have
harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be
our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven * and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God'’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
531 The Feast Is Ready
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Come and rev - el in heav - en’s love and light.
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The feast is read - y o be - gin;

the feast is reed - y o be - gin.
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 THE FEAST 15 READY
Music: Graham Kendrick LM ana refrain

Teat and music © 1989 Make Way Music, admin Music Services in the Western Hemisphere



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

'The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? °As | live, says the Lord Gop, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

“Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? “When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. “Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.
“*Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. *’Yet the house of Israel says, “The
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways
that are unfair?

““Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. *'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? **For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then,
and live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9

'To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

’Let none who look to you be put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

“‘Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.

°Lead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
‘Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,

for they are from everlasting.

'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according
to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

*You are gracious and upright, O LoRrD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
’You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, ‘make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. °Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.
“Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. °Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, ‘who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, ’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on
a cross. “Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, '’so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, "and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. "“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; "“for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:23-32
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

“When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things,
and who gave you this authority?” *Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do
these things. *’Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”
And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?' **But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” “So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

#“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ “He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his
mind and went. *°The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘|
go, sir’; but he did not go. *'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. **For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



O God, My Faithful God
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation,
and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, and
teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and faithful
witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests of
others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be advocates
for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other positions
of authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs of others. We
pray also for our enemies. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or suffering
in any way. Give them encouragement and consolation in your presence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and unite us in
your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation. Keep
us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Use the green Give button on our church’s website to support our mission of
nurturing lives for following Christ. Offering baskets can be found in the back pews.

CHOIR ANTHEM Faithful

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand
SENDING HYMN



Take the Name of Jesus with You

1 Take the name of Je - sus with you, child of sor - row and of woe;
2 Take the name of Je - sus ev - er as a shield from ev - 'ry snare;
3 Oh, the pre-ciousname of Je - sus! How it thrills our souls with joy,

4 At the name of Je - sus bow-ing, fall-ing pros-trate at his feet,

it will joy and com - fort give you; take it then,wher-e’er you go.

if  temp-ta-tions round you gath - er, breathe that ho - ly name in prayer.
when his lov-ing arms re - ceive us, and his songsour tongues em-ploy!
King of kings in heav’n we’ll crown him, when our jour-ney is  com-plete.

Refrain

Pre-cious name, oh, how sweet! Hope of earth and joy of heav’n.

Pre-cious name,  oh, how sweet! Hope of earth and joy of heav’'n.

Text: Lydia Baxter, 1809-1874
Music: PRECIOUS NAME, William H. Doane, 1832-1915



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“The Trumpets Sound, The Angels Sing”

“0 God, My Faithful God”
“Take The Name of Jesus with You”



The pumpkins are being delivered to Good Shepherd
Sunday, October 15th after worship & we need your help!
Lunch & Childcare provided.
Shifts will be Sunday 10/15 - Tuesday 10/31 11am - 7pm
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/S080B4BADAA2DAS57-44140711-pumpkin
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TRUNK OR TREAT
COME, DECORATE & HAVE SOME SAFE & SPOOKY FUNI
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20TH, SET UP AT 5 PM
EVENT IS FROM 6PM TO 7:30 PM AT 600D SHEPHERD
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO FOLLOW

Our Stewardship
For the month ending August 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Giving/Income for the month 11,784.62 64,046.47

Monthly Expenses $ 24,631.90 $ 65,856.22

Giving/Income YTD 114,888.77 581.621.78

Expenses YTD 212,984.44 428,444 .91
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 20,884.56



