November 12, 2023
Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost
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INTRODUCTION

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable
of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of
victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Come, We That Love the Lord
We’re Marching to Zion
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1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known;
2 Let those re - fuse to sing who nev-er knew our God;
3 The hill of Zi - on yields a thou-sand sa - cred sweets
4 Then let our songs a-bound, and ev - ry tear be dry;
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join in a song with sweet ac - cord, join in a song with
but chil - dren of the heav'n - ly King, but chil - dren of  the
be - fore we reach the heav'n - ly fields, be - fore we reach the
we're march - ing through Im - man - uel’s ground, we’re march - ing through Im -
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sweet ac-cord and thus sur - round the throne, and thus sur-round the throne.
heav’'n-ly King may tell their joys a-broad, may tell theirjoys a - broad.
heav’'n-ly fields, or walk the gold-en streets, or walk the gold-en streets.
man-uel’s ground, to  fair - er worlds on high, to fair - er worlds on high.
Refrain
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We're march-ing to Zi - on, beau - ti-ful, beau - ti-ful Zi - on:
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we’re march-ing up-wardto Zi - on, the beau-ti-ful cit-y of God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, refrain
Music: MARCHING TO ZION, Robert Lowry



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

All
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words
of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24

‘“Alas for you who desire the day of the Lorp! Why do you want the day of the LorD? It
is darkness, not light; “as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went
into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. “’Is not
the day of the LoRrD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?

I hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
“’Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept
them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals | will not look upon.
“Take away from me the noise of your songs; | will not listen to the melody of your
harps. “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 70

'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;

O Lorp, make haste to help me.

’Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
’Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me

turn back because of their shame.

‘Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”

°But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. "“For since we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died. “For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. "°For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and
with the sound of God'’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. "Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.
“Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13

The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

14

Jesus said to the disciples: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them,; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” "Then all those bridesmaids got
up and trimmed their lamps. “The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil,
for our lamps are going out.’ °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” °And
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. "Later the other bridesmaids
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, | do not
know you.’ "Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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I Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -ri - a! Let heav’n a - dore you! Let saints and
0] I
| I ¥ ]
| | I I - |
J ' - ¢’ &
on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, at last.
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of  pearl, twelve por - tals gleam - ing, lecad us to
0 .
I Py r ] I | I | s ]
G6r Tt v e
\S/ I ! | ! T = h | hd P [ J J A 1
thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’'n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the «call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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go, meet the bride - groom, who draws  near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, and center
us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful worship and send
us out with your justice and truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your beauty in
the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water to all people and
animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless citizens
with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the veterans of this
community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those who
experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, and comfort
any who are suffering this day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill our
worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance with joy and
tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and now live
in you. Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all who grieve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM Give Me Oil In My Lamp

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:



= I I I [ 11 | I T ]
< T

Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The

blessing of God, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



All the Way My Savior Leads Me

1 All the way my Sav-ior leads me; what have I to ask be - side?
2 All the way my Sav-ior leads me, cheers each wind - ing path I  tread,
3 All the way my Sav-ior leads me; oh, the full - ness of his love!

Can I doubt his ten-der mer-cy, who through life has been my guide?
gives me grace for ev-'ry tri - al, feeds me with the liv - ing bread.
Per - fect rest to me is prom-ised in my Fa - ther’s house a - bove.

Heav’'n-ly peace, di- vin - est com-fort, here by faith in him to dwell!
Though my wea - ry steps may fal - ter, and my soul a- thirst may be,
When my spir - it, clothed im-mor - tal, wings its flight to realmsof day,
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For 1 know, what-e’er be - fall me, Je-sus do - eth all things well;
gush-ing from the rock be-fore me, lo, a springof joy I  see;
this my song through end-less a - ges—Je-sus led me all the way;

for I know, what-e’er be -fall me, Je-sus do -eth all things well.
gush-ing from the rock be-fore me, lo, a springof joy I  see.
this my song through end-less a - ges—Je-sus led me all the way!

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ALL THE WAY, Robert Lowry, 1826-1899



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Come, We That Love The Lord”
“Awake, Awake, For Night is Flying”
“All The Way My Savior Leads Me”



Music Concert to benefit LiFT
(Learning Independence for Tomorrow, Inc.)
LiFT is a private, non-profit, educational organization that specializes in providing outstanding
academics and social skills development for neurodivergent students from Kindergarten to
Adulthood.
Tuesday, November 14, 2023 at 6:30 pm
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd

The concert will consist of music by Dave Lyon. The proceeds will be given to LiFT.
If making a donation by check it must be made out to:
Learning Independence for Tomorrow, Inc.

WELCA Thanksgiving Support for Mildred Helm's School

Today, November 12th is the last day to give gift cards to support Mildred Helm's School for
Thanksgiving groceries. Cards will be delivered to the school Monday, November 13th. If you
have questions, please call Marilou Nemeth at 727-546-9580.

Our Stewardship
For the month ending October 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Giving/Income for the month 34,308.39 67,339.13

Monthly Expenses $ 24,273.99 $ 51,859.06

Giving/Income YTD 158,079.66 711,817.16

Expenses YTD 262,510.52 538,597.05
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 21,996.86



