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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
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INTRODUCTION

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In
the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor,
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks
the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to
celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the
consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler,
we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

0. . . . .
7 i — . I — — —— |
!%:2 Ll | . & - i I’l I I [ J { [7]
l T
1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
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years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
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Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

""Thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. “As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep,
so | will seek out my sheep. | will rescue them from all the places to which they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. "I will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land;
and | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the
inhabited parts of the land. "I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land,
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie down, says the Lord Gob. I will seek
the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them with
justice.

“Therefore, thus says the Lord Gop to them: | myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. “’Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted
at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will
save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and | will judge between sheep
and sheep.

“| will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lorb, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a (Read in unison)

'Come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

‘Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lorp with psalms.

*For you, LORD, are a great God,

and a great ruler above all gods.

“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;

the heights of the hills are also yours.

°The sea is yours, for you made it,

and your hands have molded the dry land.

°Come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the LORD our maker.

’“For the LORD is our God,

and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

“I' have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers.
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, *so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, “and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of
his great power. *°God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, “'far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. ?And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, “which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le -lu - ia

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

4

Jesus said to the disciples: ““When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. *’All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, **and he will put the sheep at his right hand and
the goats at the left. *Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world; **for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, *°I was naked and you
gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited
me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? **And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? *’And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ “’And the king will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family you did it to me.” “Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;
“’for I was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, “’I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” ““Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or
in prison, and did not take care of you?' ““Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you,
just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me." ““And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY



Please stand

O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

1 O Christ, what can it mean for us to claim you as our
2 You came, the im - age of our God, to heal and to for -
3 Though some would make their great - ness felt and lord it o - ver

4 You chose a hum-ble hu - man form and shunned the world’s re -
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walked a  dif - f'rent, low - ly way, an - oth-er’s will your aim.
dif - f'rent rule of righ- teous-ness, a dif-f’rent kind of  king.
still, through us, you come to serve, a dif -f’rent kind of king.
now at God’s right hand you reign, a dif-f’rent kind of  king!

Text: Delores Dufner, 0ss, b. 1939

Music: ALL SAINTS NEW, Henry S. Cutler, 1824-1902

Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, from Christ we receive our call to feed, clothe, and welcome. Direct your
church to respond to this call with faithfulness and generous love. We pray for the
work of ELCA World Hunger and partnerships with global feeding ministries. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

In Christ, the rock of our salvation, we are brought into union with all of creation. With
mountains, seas, dry lands, and animals of the field, we seek your guidance and
protection. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In Christ we know merciful judgment. Guide rulers of every nation in ways of humble
leadership and wise decision-making. Allow aid to come to all who are underserved
and care to any who are neglected. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



In Christ we feel the depth of your love and care toward us. Nourish all who hunger,
connect any who are isolated, and surround all who experience rejection or abuse. We
pray for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In Christ we are made the people of his pasture. Inspire the outreach and social
ministries of this congregation. We pray for all people who serve and attend to the
needs of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, in Christ we are welcomed home. We praise you for the faithful witness of
those who have served you and extended your welcome and love to us. Unite us with
them as one body of Christ. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM The Least Of These

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The

blessing of God, Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Rejoice, for Christ Is King!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“0 God, Our Help In Ages Past”

“Lord of Light”
Go My Children, With My Blessing”



Our Stewardship
For the month ending October 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Giving/Income for the month 34,308.39 67,339.13

Monthly Expenses $ 24,273.99 $ 51,859.06

Giving/Income YTD 158,079.66 711,817.16

Expenses YTD 262,510.52 538,597.05
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00
Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 21,996.86

Sunday Worship Services — 9:45am
FaithWorks Sundays - 11:00am

Saturday, December 9 — 12:00pm — Gathering Youth Event, Grace Lutheran, Tampa
Sunday, December 10 — 9:45am — Cantata

Sunday, December 17 — 11:00am — Messy Church

Sunday, December 24 — 9:45am — Advent 4 Worship Service

Sunday, December 24 — 7:00pm — Christmas Eve Service

WELCA

Sunday, December 3 (First Sunday of Advent) the Angel Tree will be in the narthex
with gift requests for Mildred Helms School. If you have questions please contact
Marilou Nemeth at 727-546-9580. The final date for the collection of these items is
Sunday December 17, 2023. Thank you for your continued support of Mildred Helms.



