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INTRODUCTION

“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist
make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s
children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal,
pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive
that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us
with salvation. Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise
of grace, let us confess our sin.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear,
greed, and self-centeredness that lead us to participate in evil systems. We choose
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with
mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your
ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation

and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests
upon us all. Amen.



Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God inthe high-est,  and peace to God's peo-ple on  carth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to
the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

'The spirit of the Lord Gobp is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; °to proclaim the year of the LORD’s
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; *to provide for
those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

‘They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

For | the LORD love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will faithfully give them
their recompense, and | will make an everlasting covenant with them. “Their
descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LoRD
has blessed. "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. ""For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 126 (Read in Unison)

"'When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,

then were we like those who dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,

and we are glad indeed.

“Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like the watercourses of the Negeb.

Those who sowed with tears

will reap with songs of joy.



*Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

'“Rejoice always, "pray without ceasing, "“give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. ’Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the
words of prophets, “’but test everything; hold fast to what is good; “?abstain from every
form of evil.

“May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. *The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

‘There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ®*He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light.

“This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” “’He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” “’And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” “Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” “He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’”
as the prophet Isaiah said.

“Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. “They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” *John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, “the one
who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” *This took
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all who await God'’s day of restoration.

A brief silence.

Fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy as we bear witness to
the great things you have done. Give your church a spirit of gladness as we gather and
as we are sent. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Protect forests, orchards, rainforests, and all
wooded areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us grateful for their gifts of
oxygen, food, shade, and shelter. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You love justice and promise your favor to those who are oppressed, brokenhearted,
and incarcerated. Grant wisdom and compassion to those who work for public safety
and all who work within prisons, jails, and courts, that mercy may increase and
violence wither away. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward love and
good deeds for all who are in need. Provide for all without adequate housing, food,
employment, or access to health care. Empower us as helpers and advocates. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our society.
Bless leaders in church and society in their task of proclamation. Amplify voices of
peacemakers, advocates, and especially those whose voices are ignored or
marginalized. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With gratitude we rejoice in the saints who witnessed to your life in all circumstances,
in whom your Spirit was not quenched, even in death. Through them, teach us always
to hold fast to what is good. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and
everlasting mercy. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Come, Emmanuel

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant wus peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing
of the Spirit *F remain upon you now and forever. Amen.



Please stand
SENDING HYMN

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Music: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN, Leonhart Schriter, 1540-1602



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Awake, Awake and Greet The New Morn”
“I want To Walk As A Child Of The Light”
“Hail To The Lord’s Anointed”

Messy Church

Messy Church is a new way of sharing faith together. We've
designed a time of worship built on food, fellowship, and fun
for the whole family.

All are invited to join us for the Christmas Pageant this
morning. It will be a joint pageant with the kids from Good
Shepherd and our Messy Church children. We will gather in
the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 in the Messy Church way. A few
fun activities will be available as we prepare for the pageant with the presentation
beginning about 11:30. If you know a family that would like their child to be in a
Christmas Pageant we will have parts available for any child that wants to participate
with no practice necessary. Refreshments will be served immediately following the
pageant. If you are able to provide something for the refreshments that would be greatly
appreciated. Contact Patti at 727.798.0417.

Church

WELCA

WELCA'’s Christmas tree gifts. The final date for the collection of these items is today,
Sunday December 17, 2023. Thank you for your continued support of Mildred Helms.



Sunday Worship Services — 9:45am
FaithWorks Sundays - 11:00am

Sunday, December 17 — 11:00am — Messy Church
Sunday, December 24 — 9:45am — Advent 4 Worship Service
Sunday, December 24 — 7:00pm — Christmas Eve Service

2023 Contributions

Please make a note that if you would like your 2023 Contributions to be reflected in
2023 Giving Statement that they must be in by Sunday, December 24, 2023. This

allows time for the Finance Team to record and deposit contributions.

§rewardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending November 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Giving/Income for the month 13,290.89 58,851.50

Monthly Expenses $ 19,957.59 $ 52,317.62

Giving/Income YTD 171,370.55 770,668.66

Expenses YTD 282,468.11 590,914.67
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 22,440.51



