Sunday, December 24, 2023

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
10891 102 Avenue, Seminole, FL 33778
727.391.4644

www.mygoodshepherd.net




INTRODUCTION

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel
tells Mary that God will give David'’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by
Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say,
“Count me in.” We who kRnow that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it
a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to
and say, “Count usin.”

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us
with salvation. Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise
of grace, let us confess our sin.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear,
greed, and self-centeredness that lead us to participate in evil systems. We choose
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with
mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your
ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation

and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests
upon us all. Amen.



My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
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1 My soul pro-claimsyour great-ness, Lord; | sing my Sav - ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho - ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is-ra-el, your ser-vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You lookedup - on my low - li - ness, and I am full of grace.

With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the  prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-'ry land and ev - ’ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -ly is your name.
the  hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.

Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God inthe high-est,  and peace to God's peo-ple on  carth.
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1 Lord God, hecav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on ecarth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.




9 e Y - I S—
E— ) ” t T _——— —— t
1 1 d | — Py 1
W i . I z i 1 1 | 7

Glo-ry to God in the high-est,

and peace to God’s peo-ple on carth.
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Glo-ry toGod inthe high-est, and peace to God's peo-ple on carth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear
your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LorD had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, | am living in
a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” °Nathan said to the king, “Go, do
all that you have in mind; for the LoRrbp is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LOrRD came to Nathan: °Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? °l have not
lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 'Wherever | have moved
about among all the people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?” ®“Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: | took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; “and | have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and | will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. "And | will appoint a place
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and
be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, "from the
time that | appointed judges over my people Israel; and | will give you rest from all
your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LorD will make you a house.
“Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne
shall be established forever.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55

“®My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

“’my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

““for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

““you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.

°°You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.



*'You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
*’casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
**You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
*“You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
**the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27

“Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages “°but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith—"to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
the glory forever! Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.



GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, “to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you.” ?But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. “’And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus. *’He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” **The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. **And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. “For nothing will be impossible with God.”
**Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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O come,O come,Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap-tive
O come O Wis-dom from____ on high. Em - brac-ing all things
O come,O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa-tan's
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Is - ra-el Thahourns in lone-ly ex - ile_ here un-
far____ and nigh. Instrength and beau - ty come and. stay, teach
Si - nai'height. In an - cient times you gave the law in
tyr - an-ny. Frordepths of Hell your peo - ple_ save, and
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APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all who await God'’s day of restoration.

A brief silence.

You promise mercy to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants forever. Bring your
church into thoughtful, caring, and collaborative relationship with those of other
faiths. Strengthen our shared values that we work together in caring for our world.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

As fields and crops lie dormant, bless them with holy rest. Prepare them to thrive, that
they provide abundant food in due season. Protect animals who hibernate and
provide for all who scavenge for food in the lean season. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

You raise up the lowly and cast down the arrogant. Teach humility to all in positions of
authority. Break down systems of oppression, especially systems that perpetuate
inequity and exclusion. Do not allow wealth, power, or pride to become idols that
obscure your call to justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Look with favor upon all who cry out to you. Accompany with tenderness all who are
afraid or ill. Rescue all who experience abuse or who live under threat of violence,
especially refugees, immigrants, and asylum-seekers in search of a safe and stable
home. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are pleased to make your home among us. Make our homecomings joyful as we
gather with friends, families, and chosen families in celebration. Grant safety to all
who travel. Sustain the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services and other
ministries that assist in setting up new homes. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed are you for Mary and all your servants in every generation who lived according
to your promise of mercy. Strengthen us by their example until the revelation of your
glory is made known. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and
everlasting mercy. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM The Coming Joy

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing
of the Spirit *F remain upon you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bomm thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let wus find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev -er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
“Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIGHT
SeRvice

e

Tonight,k7:00 pm

cHunc.'E'o“.cs The Church Office will be closed Monday, December 26, 2023

WILL BE CLOSED through Sunday, January 7, 2024.

§f(;wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending November 2023
Church Little Lambs
Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17
Giving/Income for the month 13,290.89 58,851.50
Monthly Expenses $ 19,957.59 $ 52,317.62
Giving/Income YTD 171,370.55 770,668.66
Expenses YTD 282,468.11 590,914.67
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 22,440.51



