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INTRODUCTION

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show
us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins
proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the
Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later
executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of
brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow
Jesus and fish for people.

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



Please sit

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

'The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, *“Get up, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that | tell you.” °So Jonah set out and
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LorRD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
large city, a three days’ walk across. “Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and
small, put on sackcloth.

“When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did
not do it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12

°For God alone | wait in silence;

truly, my hope is in God.

°God alone is my rock and my salvation,

my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.

In God is my deliverance and my honor;

God is my strong rock and my refuge.

‘Put your trust in God always, O people,

pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.

‘Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
'Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart uponiit.

""God has spoken once, twice have | heard it,

that power belongs to God.

“Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,

for you repay all according to their deeds. R



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

“Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, *and those who mourn as though
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and
those who buy as though they had no possessions, “'and those who deal with the
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is
passing away.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.



GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, "and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

"“As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. "And Jesus said to them, “Follow
me and | will make you fish for people.” “And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. ?As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. “Immediately he called them;
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never
abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom
and empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans and
all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger water
sources and the people who depend on them. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our
nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and
sustain all who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence,
those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain. God of grace,
receive our prayer.



God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower
us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your
call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into
your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation. God
of grace, receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM | Have Decided To Follow Jesus
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, *+
bless you and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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This year WELCA has decided to collect $10.00 for Health Care Kits. Rather than shopping for
the items and having to put the care kits together, our WELCA group is going to send the money
collected to Lutheran World Relief to help cover the cost to ship the Health Care Kits to areas
they are needed. The collection will run from Sunday January 14, 2024 through Sunday,
February 4, 2024. Donation envelopes will be on the table in the narthex, Carol Crouse and
Marilou Nemeth will also have some. Checks need to be made payable to Lutheran Church of
The Good Shepherd, and the memo line should say WELCA Health Care Kit.

Abigail Circle will now host their Bible Study meeting via Zoom at 7:00pm on the
4" Monday of the month.
For additional information please call Carol Crouse (703-200-1965).

Naomi Circle Bible Study will continue to meet in person on the 4" Monday of the month in
the church library. For additional information please contact Marilou Nemeth at (727-546-9580 or
text her at 727-242-1304), or e-mail Marilou at bill.mariloun@gmail.com

Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending December 2023

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,514.45 $ 51,864.17

Giving/Income for the month 25,614.30 47,786.65

Monthly Expenses $ 25,391.80 $ 77,027.81

Giving/Income YTD 196,984.85 818,455.31

Expenses YTD 307,931.91 667,942.48
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 22,972.61



