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INTRODUCTION

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’
vision of his transfiguration. In MarR’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus
sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three
closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul
writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light
of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for
others to see.

WELCOME

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the
world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

'Now when the LorRD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. °Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LoRD lives, and as you yourself live, |
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. “The company of prophets who were
in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will
take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, | know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the LoRD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. °“The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he
answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”

‘Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LoRD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. ’Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. “Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

‘When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you, before
| am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”
'“"He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” "As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. “Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6

'The mighty one, God the Lorb, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

’Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,

God shines forth in glory.

*0Our God will come and will not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
“God calls the heavens and the earth from above

to witness the judgment of the people.

““Gather before me my loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
‘The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,

for it is God who is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

‘Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. “For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for
Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

’Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, *and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. “And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. “Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” “He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
'Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” *Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one
with them any more, but only Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
Please stand



Jesus on the Mountain Peak

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: BETHOLD, Mark Sedio, b. 1954
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Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God enters the hearts of all
people. May its leaders serve as examples of your grace and healing across time and
space. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of wind and the heat of
the bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have made and to care for the animals,
plants, air, and bodies of water of this planet. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and governance of our towns,
states, and countries, that they will strive for goodness and justice all the days of their
lives and callings. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for any who are sick and suffering. Guide us to offer hospitality, shelter,
friendship, and care to any in need. God of grace, receive our prayer.



We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider community. May we share
the transforming beauty and love of God in ways that honor the dignity of all whom we
encounter. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are held in your care,
we remember in thanksgiving those who have died. Grant us your gift of salvation as
we await your coming again in glory. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory
and love, that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, *+
bless you and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Come, We That Love the Lord
We’re Marching to Zion
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we’re march-ing up-wardto Zi - on, the beau-ti-ful cit-y of

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, refrain
Music: MARCHING TO ZION, Robert Lowry

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

“lesus On The Mountain Peak”
“Come, We That Love The Lord”
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Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2024 11:00am & 7:00pm
Soup Supper, February 21, 2024 5:45pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, February 21st 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, February 28th 5:45pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, February 28th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 6th 5:45pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 6th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 13th 5:45pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 13th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 20th 5:45pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 20th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024 9:45am

Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2024 7:00pm

Good Friday Prayer, March 29, 2024 12:00-3:00pm (Sanctuary)
Good Friday Worship 7:00pm

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 9:45am



Messy Church is a new way of sharing faith together. We've designed a time of worship built on
food, fellowship, and fun for the whole family. Gathering begins at 11am on Sunday, February
25th in the fellowship hall. Expect fun, meaningful activities, a meal together, and songs!

§r@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending January 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 15,497.85 86,649.37

Monthly Expenses $ 25,070.30 $ 77,007.80

Giving/Income YTD 15,497.85 86,649.37

Expenses YTD 25,070.30 77,007.80
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 23,516.76



