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INTRODUCTION

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the
death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five
covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through
which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the
flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant
is made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of
the whole world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



Jesus, Still Lead On
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1 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; and, al - though the
2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief from a long-felt grief, when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
still  di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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guide us by  your hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past  the foe to our home we go.

show us that bright shore where we weep 1o more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  the prom - ised land.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew
us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17

®God said to Noah and to his sons with him, *“As for me, | am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, 'Yand with every living creature that is with
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many
as came out of the ark. "'l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.” “God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that | make between
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: "I
have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
the earth. “When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, “I
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. “When
the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” "God said to Noah,
“This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that
is on the earth.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10

'To you, O LORD,
| lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
‘Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“‘Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach ! me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
‘Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.
*You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
°You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
"“All your paths, O LoRD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22

"“Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, "in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, “who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. “’And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, “who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. °And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. "And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

"“And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. “He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, "and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We give
thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants.
Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve species
and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations of
power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill,
afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect any at
risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assemble.
Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, convalescing, or traveling.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember with
gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also dwell with
you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Spirit Of God Descend Upon My Heart

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we

pray. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

Beloved, we are God's own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep
you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Jesus Still Lead On”

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word”
“O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”

+++++

The church office and Little Lambs Christian Preschool will both be closed
tomorrow, February 19, 2024 in observance of President’s Day.
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Schedule
Soup Supper, February 21, 2024 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, February 21st 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, February 28th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, February 28th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 6th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 6th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 13th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 13th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 20th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 20th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024 9:45am
Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2024 7:00pm
Good Friday Prayer, March 29, 2024 12:00-3:00pm (Sanctuary)
Good Friday Worship 7:00pm
Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 9:45am

Beginning Wednesday, 2/21/2024, come join us each Wednesday evening for a light meal
together and a service of prayer.

6:15 pm Soup Supper - A light meal with soup by you! Please see the Signup Sheet in the
Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending January 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 15,497.85 86,649.37

Monthly Expenses $ 25,070.30 $ 77,007.80

Giving/Income YTD 15,497.85 86,649.37

Expenses YTD 25,070.30 77,007.80
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 23,516.76



Messy Church is a new way of sharing faith together. We've designed a time of worship built on
food, fellowship, and fun for the whole family. Gathering begins at 11am on Sunday, February
25th in the fellowship hall. Expect fun, meaningful activities, a meal together, and songs!

Good Shepherd is worshiping as Messy Church to welcome those who don't feel welcome in a
typical church service. We are also intentionally welcoming families from Little Lambs Christian
Preschool. You can be a part of this mission by attending the next Messy Church, helping in the
kitchen, leading a station, sharing a hobby, donating a Thrivent Action Grant, sharing the next
date with a family member, friend, or neighbor, or praying for our Messy Worship together!

IV-UP

Lutheran Intentional Village of Upper Pinellas

SHARE THE LOVE EVENT

LIV-UP a program of ALOA (Adult Lutherans Organized for Action) invites you to a celebration on
Saturday, February 24 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 455 Missouri
Ave., Lago Florida 33770 (directly across from Largo High School). This free event will celebrate
our members, thank our volunteers, and inform the community of the services provided by LIV-
UP volunteers for older adults. It features musical entertainment by "Rick and Debbie" and the
opportunity to come sing or hum along to popular love songs from over the years. Sweet treats,
refreshments, door prizes, and the chance to make "new friends" will also be provided.

RSVPs are appreciated but not required.

For more information call 727-378-2186



