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INTRODUCTION

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain
in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham's faith
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this
baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names
as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on
Christ.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4  When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I  have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, I must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
0s . , .
I | I I !
i f ! } ! L o . o=
a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir - it’s might, to live at peace with all.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE

0]
[ 1T |
Hoy> f P — — i
[A\IV (8] 7] & - - (7] 1l
S °
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of
Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7,15-16

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him,
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. “And | will make my covenant
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” “Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, ““As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °|
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and | will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. 'l will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to your offspring after you.”

“God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. | will
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31

“You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.

Stand in awe of the LoRD, all you offspring of Israel.

““For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the
Lorp’s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LorD hears them.
“From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.



“The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
“All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.

*For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.

“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LoRbD.
**Their descendants shall serve the Lorp,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

“'They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. “For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

"“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, "as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist. ®Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of
many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”
“He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “’°No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, *'being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. “Therefore his faith “was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” “?Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for
his sake alone, *but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, “who was handed over to death for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38

The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again.”’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. “But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.” “*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. *For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to
gain the whole world and forfeit their life? “Indeed, what can they give in return for
their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HOMILY

Please stand
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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1 “Take up your cross,’ the Sav - ior said,
2 Take up your Cross; let not its  weight
3 Take up your Ccross, nor heed the shame,
4 Take up your Cross and fol - low  Christ,
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“if you would my dis - ci - ple be;
per - vade your soul with vain a - larm;
nor let your fool - ish heart re - bel;
nor think till death to lay it down;
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for - sake the past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those who hum - bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me.”
sus - tain your heart, and nerve your —arm.
to save your soul from death and  hell.
one day will wear the glo - rious crown.

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814—1877, alt.
Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit

poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and

discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a
changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests,
deserts, and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially
any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual
orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of
war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope
to any in despair, and console the bereaved. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation.
Increase our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of
service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. Inspire us
by their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM When | Survey The Wondrous Cross

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on Uus. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we

pray. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

Beloved, we are God's own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep
you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind I but  call
3 “Will you  let the blind - ed see 1 but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev er be the same?
kind  and nev er be the same?
free and nev er be the same?
side and nev er be the same?
you and nev er be the same.
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Will you let my love  be shown, will  you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rnm  go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I

world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'lll move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’t in you and  you in me?”’
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me,

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Al rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Oh God, My Faithful God”

“Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said”
“Will You Come and Follow Me”



Lenten
orsi?p

Schedule
Soup Supper, February 28th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, February 28th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 6th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 6th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 13th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 13th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Soup Supper, March 20th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 20th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024 9:45am
Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2024 7:00pm
Good Friday Prayer, March 29, 2024 12:00-3:00pm (Sanctuary)
Good Friday Worship 7:00pm
Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 9:45am

Come join us each Wednesday evening during lent for a light meal together and a service of
prayer.

6:15 pm Soup Supper - A light meal with soup by you! Please see the Signup Sheet in the
Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.



Messy Church is a new way of sharing faith together. We've designed a time of worship built on
food, fellowship, and fun for the whole family. Gathering begins at 11am this morning in the
fellowship hall. Expect fun, meaningful activities, a meal together, and songs!

Good Shepherd is worshiping as Messy Church to welcome those who don't feel welcome in a
typical church service. We are also intentionally welcoming families from Little Lambs Christian
Preschool. You can be a part of this mission by attending the next Messy Church, helping in the
kitchen, leading a station, sharing a hobby, donating a Thrivent Action Grant, sharing the next
date with a family member, friend, or neighbor, or praying for our Messy Worship together!

Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending January 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 15,497.85 86,649.37

Monthly Expenses $ 25,070.30 $ 77,007.80

Giving/Income YTD 15,497.85 86,649.37

Expenses YTD 25,070.30 77,007.80
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 23,516.76



