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INTRODUCTION

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the
promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s
gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who
look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that
cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to
God, for hope when we are dying.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

P — : —— K | J\/ J }
e o S— ! ) —-
J Ir) i J/ i' -¢l i i
1 Je - sus,keep me near the «cross, there’s a pre - cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - ef,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the rv - er.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light,
that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9

“From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. °“The people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.”
‘Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so
that many Israelites died. 'The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by
speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and
live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

'Give thanks to the LorD, for the LORD is good,

for God’s mercy endures forever.

’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim

that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
‘gathering them in from the lands;

from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
"Some were fools and took rebellious paths;

through their sins they were afflicted.

“They loathed all manner of food

and drew near to death’s door.

"“Then in their trouble they cried to the LorD

and you delivered them from their distress.

“You sent forth your word and healed them

and rescued them from the grave.

“'Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.

“Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving

and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10

'You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived, following the
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work among those who are disobedient. “All of us once lived among them in the
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature
children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great
love with which he loved us *even when we were dead through our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—°and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ‘so that in the ages
to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. °For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God—’not the result of works, so that no one may boast. "°For we
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Q 7 f T — I T f i fr—
(GEEPL e " ——

Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.



GOSPEL: John 3:14-21
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: "““Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, “that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. “Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. “And this is the judgment, that the
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil. *°For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. ’But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



There in God’s Garden
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I There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see the scars of suf - f’ring;
our greed has starved it, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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Tree of all knowl - edge, Tree of all com
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, will give  bless - ing.”

5 This is my ending
this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,
I commit my spirit.
This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav’n is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!

Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, ¢. 1590—c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982

Music: SHADES MoUNTAIN, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950
Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLE'S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global church and foster cooperation
in mission. Increase inter-religious understanding and ecumenical dialog. Make your
church a sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster, and war. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Creating God, your love enlivens. Restore balance to the earth’s fragile habitats.
Preserve wilderness lands, rainforests, and wildlife. Cleanse oceans and rivers. Make
us good stewards of the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for those who courageously
witness to your liberating love. Free all people from the evils of racism, religious strife,
and hatred. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose loved ones perished from
pandemic disease in every nation. Strengthen health care workers, first responders,
and caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and pain. Hear us, O God
Your mercy is great.



Incarnate God, your love enlightens. Open our hearts and minds to fresh
understandings of our faith. Deepen our love for you and for one another. Teach us to
pray for our enemies. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Abiding God, your love saves. Those who died in the faith are made alive in Christ. We
give thanks for your promise that we also will be raised to newness of life. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM God So Loved The World
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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mer-cy on Uus. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
Beloved, we are God's own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep

you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 ’Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how  pre cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’ve  no less  days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross”

“There In God’s Garden”
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound”



Lenten )
ors
Schedule

Soup Supper, March 13th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 13th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)

Soup Supper, March 20th 6:15pm (Fellowship Hall)
Holden Evening Prayer, March 20th 7:00pm (Sanctuary)

Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024 9:45am

Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2024 7:00pm

Good Friday Prayer, March 29, 2024 12:00-3:00pm (Sanctuary)
Good Friday Worship 7:00pm

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 9:45am

Wednesdays during Lent - 6:15 pm Soup Supper - A light meal with soup by you! Please see the
Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

EASTER

It's time to sign-up for Easter Lilies to help decorate the sanctuary. The lilies are $10.00 each,
the sign-up sheet and envelopes for payment are available on the table in the narthex. The last
day to sign-up is Sunday, March 24,



Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship

For the month ending February 2024

Church
Needed monthly $ 28,324.92
Giving/Income for the month 12,994.56
Monthly Expenses $ 23,633.68
Giving/Income YTD 28,492.41
Expenses YTD 48,703.98

Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far
Contributions towards Roof and Renovations

Little Lambs
$ 54,174.25
74,849.56
$ 54,039.40
161,498.93
131,047.20

$ 150,000.00
$ 123,494.00
$ 23,851.07



