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INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel,
the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life
with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the
relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are
willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community
commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
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1 Christ is ris-en! Shout Ho - san-na! Cel - e-brate this day of days!
2 Christ is ris-en! Raise your spir-its from the cav-ems of de - spair
3 Christ is ris-en! Earth and heav-en nev - er-more shall be the same.
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Christ is  1is - en! Hush in won-der: all cre - a-tion is a - mazed.
Walk with glad-ness in the morn-ing. See what love can do and dare.
Break the bread of new cre - a - tion where the world is still in  pain.
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In the des-ert all-sur-round-ing, see, a spread-ing tree has grown.
Drink the wine of res-ur - rec-tion, not a ser-vant,but a friend.
Tell its grim, de - mon-ic chor - us: “Christ is ris - en! Get you gone!”
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Heal-ing leaves of  grace a - bound-ing bring a  taste of love un-known.
Je - sus is our strong com-pan-ion. Joy and peace shall nev-er end.
God the Firstand Last is with us. Sing Ho -san - na, ev-’ry - one!

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TURNBULL, Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2006 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things,
we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. “The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, ““for they heard them speaking
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, ““Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



PSALM: Psalm 98

'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

’0 LorD, you have made known your victory,

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

‘Shout with joy to the Lorob, all you lands;

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

°Sing to the LORD with the harp,

with the harp and the voice of song.

‘With trumpets and the sound of the horn

shout with joy before the king, the LoRD.

‘Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,

the world and those who dwell therein.

‘Let the rivers clap their hands,

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LorD, who comes to judge the earth.
“The LorDp will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. °For the love of God is this, that
we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the
world, our faith. "Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God?

‘This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit
is the truth.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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t it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-1u - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: ““As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. "If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. "l have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

““This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. “No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. “You are my friends
if you do what | command you. “I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends,
because | have made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. *“You
did not choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. "l am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Come Down, O Love Divine
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out- pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious  light shine ev -er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890

Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with
our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats
and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us
to care for all your creatures. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders,
that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international
partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by
anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care
for one another. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this
congregation, that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan
and lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone
before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM If You Love Me

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter
hope *F bless you now and always. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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1 Christ 1is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - ry age, till earth  and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ty place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - ftice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”

“Come Down, O Love Divine”
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”



WomérELCA =2

Abigail Circle & Naomi Circle will be meeting at Chicken Salad Chick in Seminole City
Center on Thursday, May 16, 2024 at 12:30pm for lunch.

Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending March 31 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 13,728.63 61,042.02

Monthly Expenses $ 2314492 $ 62,355.52

Giving/Income YTD 42,351.04 222,540.94

Expenses YTD 71,848.90 193,402.72
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 24,155.35



CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

This year we will have our semi-annual meeting via Zoom on May 28, 2024 at 7:00pm.
Additional information will follow.



