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INTRODUCTION

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all
boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we
least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our
weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and
that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same
Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness
of Christ’s love with the world.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



O Holy Spirit, Root of Life
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Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth
to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to

proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

'When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one place.
’And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. “All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.
°And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed and astonished, they asked,
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? “And how is it that we hear, each of us,
in our own native language? °Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ’Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, "Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about
God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” “But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say.
“Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. “No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

"In the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. “Even upon my slaves, both men and
women, in those days | will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. “And | will
show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
smoky mist.

“The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of
the Lord’s great and glorious day. “Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.””

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

“How manifold are your works, O LORD!

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
“Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.

“There go the ships to and fro,

and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.

“All of them look to you

to give them their food in due season.

*You give it to them; they gather it;

you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

“When you hide your face, they are terrified;

when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
“*You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;

and so you renew the face of the earth.

“May the glory of the LORD endure forever;

O LORD, rejoice in all your works.

“’You look at the earth and it trembles;

you touch the mountains and they smoke.

“1 will sing to the LoRD as long as | live;

I will praise my God while I have my being.

“May these words of mine please God.

| will rejoice in the LORD.

*"Bless the LorD, O my soul.

Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27

“We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; “*and
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. **For in hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? *’But
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. “’And God, who

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 15:25-27, 16:4b-15
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said, *“When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. “You also are
to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

10441 did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you.
*But now | am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you
going?’ °But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.
'Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not
go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. *And
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: “about sin, because they do not believe in me; “about righteousness,
because | am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; "about judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. “When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are
to come. “He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
“All that the Father has is mine. For this reason | said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading
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Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
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English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the gospel.
Shower your Spirit upon Sunday school students, confirmands, and the newly
baptized. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal
life on our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all
you have made. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding hearts,
that they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in
elections wisdom and discernment. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse
and exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for
acolytes and communion servers, for readers and tech ministers, for all who prepare
and clean our worship space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone
before us in the faith. At the last day, breathe new life into our dry bones, that we
might feast forever with all the saints in light. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Holy Spirit, Come

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter
hope + bless you now and always. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



O Spirit of Life
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Text: Johann Niedling, 1602-1668; tr. John C. Mattes, 18761948, alt.
Music: O HELIGER GEIST, Geistliche Kirchengesiinge, Koln, 1623



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending April 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 16,004.79 75,471.69

Monthly Expenses $ 19,544.11 $ 73,082.21

Giving/Income YTD 59,355.83 298,012.64

Expenses YTD 91,388.51 266,489.43
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00
Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 24,784.63

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

This year we will have our semi-annual meeting via Zoom on May 28, 2024 at 7:00pm.
Additional information will follow.



