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INTRODUCTION

Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare of all. God delivered
the Israelites out of slavery, so they should observe this freedom with a day of rest. No one
should work seven days a week; even slaves and foreigners should be able to rest. Yet human
beings can turn even the most liberating religious practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus
does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its original life-enhancing meaning. Our worship
and our religious way of life are to lead to restoration: the hungry being fed and the sick being
healed.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gather Us In
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van - ished a - way;  see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -ecarth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er  us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us  to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
firek . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

‘Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

tights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Refrain
Assisting minister
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the oppressed,
heal the sick, and make whole all that you have made. Look with compassion on the
world wounded by sin, and by your power restore us to wholeness of life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 5:12-15

“Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you.
“Six days you shall labor and do all your work. “But the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LorD your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or
your male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the
resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as
you. “"Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LorD your God
brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore
the LorD your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 81:1-10

'Sing with joy to God our strength

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
’Raise a song and sound the timbrel,

the merry harp, and the lyre.

‘Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon,
and at the full moon, the day of our feast;
“for this is a statute for Israel,

a law of the God of Jacob.



°God laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, going out over the land of Egypt,
where | heard a voice | did not know:

°“l eased your shoulder from the burden;

your hands were set free from the gravedigger’s basket.

You called on me in trouble, and | delivered you;

| answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at the waters of
Meribah.

*Hear, O my people, and | will admonish you:

O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

“There shall be no strange god among you;

you shall not worship a foreign god.

I am the LorD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12

"We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.

’But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. *We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; °persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; “always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. "For while we
live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus
may be made visible in our mortal flesh. “So death is at work in us, but life in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Mark 2:23 - 3:6
The holy gospel according Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

“One sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. ““The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are
they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” *And he said to them, “Have you never
read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food?
“*He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of
the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to
his companions.” “Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and
not humankind for the sabbath; **so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”
*IAgain he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand.
‘They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they
might accuse him. *And he said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come
forward.” “Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,
to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. °"He looked around at them with anger; he
was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. “The Pharisees went out and
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



O Day of Rest and Gladness
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2 On you, at earth’scre - a - tion, the light first had its birth;
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4 New grac-es ev - er gain - ing from this our day of rest,
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sing, “Ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly” to the great God ftri - une.
and thus on you, most glo - rious, a three-fold light was giv'n.
and liv - ing wa-ter flow - ing with soul - re - fresh-ing streams.
the church its voice up - rais - es to you, blest Three in One.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833



APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.
A brief silence.

Guide your church to expressions of faith that bring rest and release. Teach your
faithful people to be attentive to the spiritual, physical, and societal weariness of our
neighbors, that we proclaim your grace through tangible acts of mercy and justice.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Keep us mindful of the rhythms of nature as the days lengthen and the seasons shift
toward summer. Grant relief to areas facing flooding or drought and bring favorable
weather for the flourishing of crops, gardens, and orchards. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.



Where there is affliction in our world, bring healing. Where world leaders are
perplexed, bring clarity of vision. Give a spirit of discernment to political advisors,
institutional researchers, economic analysts, and all vocations that inform the work of
governments and policymakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Provide wholeness and respite to all who are weary: those who struggle in any way
and those who care for them. Strengthen first responders and health care workers in
their times of exhaustion or frustration. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Stir our hearts toward abundant generosity among neighbors who experience hunger
and food insecurity. Bless feeding ministries and community food efforts, especially
community gardens, farmers markets, food pantries and Little Free Pantries. Open
both our hearts and our tables. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the communion of saints whose lives made visible the saving life of
Jesus Christ. Guide us by their example to embody the treasure of your love for the
sake of our world, until we come to our final rest in you. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the
Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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mer - cy on us. amb of God, you take a-way the
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and
fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend
this meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your
abiding presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose

name we pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, -+ be upon
you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Holy Spirit, Truth Divine
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, truth di- vine, dawn up - on this soul of  mine;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, love di- vine, glow with-in this heart of  mine;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, pow’rdi-vine, for - ti - fy this will of  mine;
4 Ho-ly Spir-it, peace di- vine, still this rest-less heart of  mine;
5 Ho-ly Spir-it, right di- vine, king with-in my con - science reign;
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breath of God and
kin - dle ev - 'ty
by your will I

Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892

in - ward light, wake my spir - it,
high de - sire; purge me with your ho - ly fire.
strong-ly live, brave-ly bear, and
speak to calm this toss - ing sea, stayed in your tran- quil - i - ty.
be my guide,and 1 shall be firm - ly bound, for - ev - er free.

Music: SONG 13, Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625

7
clear my sight.

no - bly strive.




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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Church Picnic

Join us in Fellowship Hall Sunday, June 30, 2024,
for our worship service at 9:45am.

Following the service we will have a picnic, with meat being supplied.

Please bring a side dish to share if you are able.

§fgward5hip News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending April 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 16,004.79 75,471.69

Monthly Expenses $ 1954411 $ 73,082.21

Giving/Income YTD 59,355.83 298,012.64

Expenses YTD 91,388.51 266,489.43
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 24,784.63



