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INTRODUCTION

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and
drink her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition
that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything was created and having a role in
the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his
flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the
Lord’s supper, but here we can't help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal
of bread and wine we share.

WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



If God My Lord Be for Me
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what foe or what di - sas - ter can drive me from his love?
The gifts I have from Je - sus a - lone are worth my love.
but be de-stroyed for - ev - er as dark - ness by the light.
the heav’n [ shall in - her - it makes me re - joice and  sing.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, }607—1676; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, adapt.
Music: IST GOTT FUR MICH, English melody, 16th cent.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Refrain
Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the
world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and
sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6

"Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. ?She has slaughtered
her animals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her table. *She has sent out her
servant-girls, she calls from the highest places in the town, ““You that are simple, turn
in here!” To those without sense she says, ° “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the
wine | have mixed. ° Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:9-14

’Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD,

for those who fear the LorD lack nothing.
'“The lions are in want and suffer hunger,

but those who seek the Lorb lack nothing that is good.
"Come, children, and listen to me;

| will teach you reverence for the LORD.
'“Who among you takes pleasure in life

and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?
“Keep your tongue from evil

and your lips from lying words.
"“Turn from evil and do good;

seek peace and pursue it.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20

“Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, '® making the most of
the time, because the days are evil. " So do not be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. " Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled
with the Spirit, " as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves,
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, *° giving thanks to God the
Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL: John 6:51-58
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said, *'“l am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my
flesh.”

*>The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” **So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. ** Those who eat my flesh
and drink my blood have eternal life, and | will raise them up on the last day; > for my
flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. *° Those who eat my flesh and drink my
blood abide in me, and I in them. *’ Just as the living Father sent me, and | live because
of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. **This is the bread that
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the
one who eats this bread will live forever.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



I Am the Bread of Life
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, rs, b. 1927, based on John 6

Music: T AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, Rsm

Text and music © 1966. 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Al tights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form probibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Wisdom has built her house. May the church be a house of wisdom for all who enter.
May we continue to grow and stretch in ways we never thought possible. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Wisdom has mixed her wine. May the harvest seasons be plentiful this year. We pray
for orchards, vineyards, farms, and all of creation. Protect and conserve the earth.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Wisdom has employed her laborers. Be with all who seek adequate employment.
Guide our economic and governmental leaders to support the people of our world
with fair wages and safe working conditions. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Wisdom has invited her guests. Make your presence known to all who feel lost,
abandoned, or hurting at this time. Direct your spirit of care to all who seek healing
and comfort. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Wisdom has set her table. May this congregation be a welcome table to all who seek
the refuge of God. Break down walls and barriers that prevent us from offering a seat
at this table to anyone who comes. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Wisdom has shown her path of insight. May we journey on her paths, looking toward a
bright future while remembering from where we have come. We give our thanks for
those who have gone before us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping.
Amen,

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM In Remembrance

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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mer - cy on us. amb of God, you take a-way the
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ++ be upon
you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand



As We Gather at Your Table
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send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
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may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“If God My Lord Be For Me”

“I Am The Bread Of Life”
“As We Gather At Your Table”



Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship

For the month ending July 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 15,145.21 62,723.84

Monthly Expenses $ 22,528.47 $ 58,031.05

Giving/Income YTD 102,094 .47 504,977.32

Expenses YTD 180,086.47 463,168.44
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 26,122.14



