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INTRODUCTION

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good
man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him
and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell
all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we
will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to
find life by divesting for the sake of the other.

WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
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Text: Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645-1705, adapt.

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way
of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Seek the LorD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and
it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. ’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

“They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the

truth. "Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted

pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. “For | know how many are your
transgressions, and how great are your sins—you who afflict the righteous, who take a
bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. "Therefore the prudent will keep silent in
such a time; for it is an evil time.

“Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LoORD, the God of hosts, will be
with you, just as you have said. “Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the
gate; it may be that the LorD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of
Joseph.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17

“So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
"Return, O LorD; how long will you tarry
Be gracious to your servants.
"“Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.



“Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.
*Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.
""May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16

“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. “"And before him no creature is hidden, but all
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

"“Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. “For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in
every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. "°Let us therefore approach
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to You, O Lord!

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” "*Jesus said to him, “Why
do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. “You know the commandments:
‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not
bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.”” ’He said to
him, “Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” ?'Jesus, looking at him, loved him
and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” *?When he heard this, he
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

“Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” *“And the disciples were perplexed at
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the
kingdom of God! “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” *They were greatly astounded and
said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” “Jesus looked at them and said, “For
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

““Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”
“Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good
news, *°who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and
sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come
eternal life. *’'But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Jesus, Priceless Treasure
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no - thing in this world can hide thee, mnaught I ask be-side thee.
yet, though sin and hell as-sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
still in thee lies pur - est plea - sure: Je - sus, price-less trea - sure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618—-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINE FREUDE, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662



APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the
whole creation.

A brief silence.

Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe those who
are naked, and mend what is broken. May we be generous bearers of your eternal love.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field workers, and
those who process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental threats to the nourishing
food that feeds the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively to end
global poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek justice and
equity, that all may live in peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving, oppressed, and
lonely. Deliver the strength of your love and compassion to all who need it today. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited this land.
We lament the harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper appreciation and care for
the languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Saving God, bring order and comfort to all those whose lives have been upended by
Hurricanes Helene and Milton. Grant safety to those who work towards restoration,
and give generosity to neighbors who can lend a hand. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus' death and
resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first and last, who still
inspire us to faithful living. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving
grace you freely give, both now and forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we

pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING
God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.

Please stand



O Jesus, I Have Promised
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My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“All Depends On Our Possessing”

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
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Faithworks

Sunday Mornings at 11am, following the church service.

The pumpkins will be arriving soon. The truck had to be postponed because of the storm. Please
stay tuned for their arrival. We are in need of volunteers to help unload the truck after the
worship service!l Many hands make light work - if you are able to assist in unloading the
pumpkins there is a place for you on the "pumpkin" line!

Pumpkin Patch Hours:
1lam to 7pm



Good Shepherd, Seminole and Little Lambs Christian Preschool
Present Their Annual

TRUNK OR TREAY

Church Members & Friends — We need Volunteers to help pass out Treats,
Thursday, October 31, 2024
at our Little Lambs Christian Preschool Halloween Parade!!

We ask that you arrive at the church by 8:45am (parade will start at 9am) and, if able, you
may bring treats ready to pass out to 85 children. The treats must be nut-free and they don’t
have to be candy. Stickers, themed jewelry, cookies and pretzels are great!

The more volunteers we have, the more fun the children will have! Typically we line the
Hallway from Pastor’s office and hopefully down to the Renn Room so that the participants have
many stops for treats along the way! This is a great opportunity for church members and
friends to show the children how important they are to us! Please let Sherry/Judy Mercer (727-
391-4644) know by Monday, October 28" if you are able to volunteer or if you have questions.

Our Stewardship
For the month ending August 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25

Giving/Income for the month 12,123.95 54,543.90

Monthly Expenses $ 25,044.48 $ 58,919.49

Giving/Income YTD 114,218.42 559,521.42

Expenses YTD 205,130.95 521,987.93
Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations $ 150,000.00
Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far $ 123,494.00

Contributions towards Roof and Renovations $ 26,346.45



