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INTRODUCTION 

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The 
nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming 
of one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—
and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third 
Sunday of Advent. 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us 
with salvation. Amen. 
God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise 
of grace, let us confess our sin. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Everlasting God, you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, 
greed, and self-centeredness that lead us to participate in evil systems. We choose 
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with 
mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your 
ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation 
and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests 
upon us all. Amen. 



 



 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 
the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please sit  



 

FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has 
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear 
disaster no more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do 
not let your hands grow weak. 17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who 
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he 
will exult over you with loud singing 18 as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster 
from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19 I will deal with all your oppressors 
at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their 
shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you home, at 
the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the 
peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:   Isaiah 12:2-6 – Read in Unison 
2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
3 With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation.  
4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; 
make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name is 
exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  

 

 

 



SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL:  Luke 3:7-18 

The holy gospel according Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” 
  15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them 
by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

Please stand 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 
long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your people 
in taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good news. Lord, 
in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts to 
protect wild lands from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path of 
destructive fires, storms, and other disasters. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, and 
lawyers in actions steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to advocate for 
all who are confronted with discrimination and oppression based on race, gender, 
sexuality, class, or age. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

 



God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or sick.  
Show your compassion and remember your people in love. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

God who abides, you dwell among the people of this congregation. Deepen our 
relationships with one another, and make us aware of the diverse talents and gifts 
present here. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who have 
died. Comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM Come Emmanuel 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 



Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 



Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for 
the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. Amen. 

Please stand 



SENDING HYMN 

 

DISMISSAL 



Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 “Awake, Awake and Greet The New Morn”  
 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”                                                                                                                    
“Prepare The Royal Highway” 
 
 
 

 

+ + + + + 

 

There is a signup sheet in the Narthex to order Poinsettias to help decorate the sanctuary for 
Christmas Eve.  Orders will be taken up until today.  The price is $10.00 per plant.   You may 
also sign up by calling 727-391-4644 (church office) or by emailing the church office at 
sherryf@mygoodshepherd.net 

 
The Angel Tree is in the narthex with gift requests for Mildred Helms School. Today is the final 
day to return your tag with your unwrapped gift.  If you have questions please contact 
Marilou Nemeth at 727-546-9580 (Home), 727-242-1304 (Cell).   
  

 
Offering Envelopes for 2025 are on the table in the narthex. 



 

 

 
Messy church will be meeting on December 22, 2024.  They are doing a craft and need empty 
shoe boxes. There will be a container in the Narthex for them.   Thank you! 

 
 

Our Stewardship 
For the month ending November 2024 

 
  Church Little Lambs 
 Needed monthly $    28,324.92 $    54,174.25  
 Giving/Income for the month 11,740.65 59,222.01 
 Monthly Expenses $      21,128.43 $  52,074.75 
 Giving/Income YTD 151,039.22 745,757.02 
 Expenses YTD 274,448.40 684,149.21 
 Total Profit/Loss YTD      $(123,409.18)               $54,460.61 $(61,801.37) 

     Estimated Cost for Roof and Renovations                                  $  150,000.00 
     Total Paid Out for Roof and Renovations so far        $   123,494.00 
     Contributions towards Roof and Renovations                 $    26,814.01 
 

 
Sunday Worship Services – 9:45am 

FaithWorks Sundays - 11:00am 
Messy Church, 12/22/2024 11:00am, Fellowship Hall 

 
             Sunday, December 15           9:45am                 Advent 3 Worship Service 
             Sunday, December 22   9:45am   Advent 4 Worship Service 
                                                                                         Followed by Messy Church 
             Tuesday, December 24          7:00pm   Christmas Eve Service 


